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As she lay in dry dock, devastatingly damaged by one of Hitler’s newly deployed magnetic mines after
barely two months in service, few could have predicted the illustrious career that lay ahead for the cruiser
HMS Belfast. After three years of repairs to her broken keel, engine- and boiler-rooms, and extensive
refitting, she would go on to play a critical role in the protection of the Arctic Convoys, would fire one of the
opening shots at D-Day and continue supporting the Operation Overlord landings for five weeks.

Her service continued beyond the Second World War both in Korea and in the Far East before she
commenced her life as one of the world’s most celebrated preserved visitor ships in the Pool of London. Her
crowning glory however came in December 1943 when, equipped with the latest radar technology, she was
to play the leading role in the Battle of the North Cape sinking the feared German battlecruiser Scharnhorst,
the bête noir of the Royal Navy. In doing so the ship’s crew made a vital contribution to, what was to be, the
final big-gun head-to-head action to be fought at sea.

In The Last Big Gun Brian Lavery, the foremost historian of the Royal Navy, employs his trademark wide-
ranging narrative style and uses the microcosm of the ship to tell the wider story of the naval war at sea and
vividly portray the realities for all of life aboard a Second World War battleship. The book is lavishly
illustrated with photographs and illustrations and will appeal to all those with an interest in military history
and life in the wartime Royal Navy.

• The illustrious survivor of the last big-gun head-to-head ‘broadside’ engagement at sea
• The very first complete ‘biography’ of HMS Belfast
• Exhaustively researched from primary sources and interviews and written in the matchless narrative style
of the award-winning, Sunday Times bestselling author Brian Lavery
• An original work of popular history juxtaposing an in-depth technical understanding with an highly
evocative use of quote and anecdote
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From reader reviews:

Mary Johnson:

What do you about book? It is not important together with you? Or just adding material when you really
need something to explain what the one you have problem? How about your extra time? Or are you busy
particular person? If you don't have spare time to do others business, it is give you a sense of feeling bored
faster. And you have spare time? What did you do? Every person has many questions above. They need to
answer that question because just their can do that. It said that about publication. Book is familiar on every
person. Yes, it is appropriate. Because start from on kindergarten until university need this particular The
Last Big Gun: At War & At Sea with HMS Belfast to read.

Eric Langley:

Reading a publication tends to be new life style within this era globalization. With studying you can get a lot
of information that could give you benefit in your life. Using book everyone in this world could share their
idea. Publications can also inspire a lot of people. Many author can inspire their reader with their story as
well as their experience. Not only the story that share in the books. But also they write about the ability about
something that you need example. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your children, there are
many kinds of book which exist now. The authors nowadays always try to improve their ability in writing,
they also doing some study before they write on their book. One of them is this The Last Big Gun: At War &
At Sea with HMS Belfast.

Andria Miguel:

This The Last Big Gun: At War & At Sea with HMS Belfast is fresh way for you who has fascination to look
for some information as it relief your hunger info. Getting deeper you onto it getting knowledge more you
know or you who still having little digest in reading this The Last Big Gun: At War & At Sea with HMS
Belfast can be the light food for yourself because the information inside this kind of book is easy to get by
anyone. These books acquire itself in the form that is reachable by anyone, that's why I mean in the e-book
form. People who think that in book form make them feel sleepy even dizzy this publication is the answer.
So there is not any in reading a e-book especially this one. You can find actually looking for. It should be
here for you actually. So , don't miss the idea! Just read this e-book sort for your better life and also
knowledge.

Norma Barnes:

As a college student exactly feel bored to be able to reading. If their teacher questioned them to go to the
library or make summary for some publication, they are complained. Just very little students that has
reading's soul or real their interest. They just do what the teacher want, like asked to go to the library. They
go to generally there but nothing reading critically. Any students feel that reading is not important, boring
and also can't see colorful images on there. Yeah, it is to become complicated. Book is very important to suit
your needs. As we know that on this era, many ways to get whatever we wish. Likewise word says, ways to



reach Chinese's country. Therefore this The Last Big Gun: At War & At Sea with HMS Belfast can make
you sense more interested to read.
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