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Catherine Hogarth, who came from a cultured Scots family, married Charles Dickens in 1836, the same year
he began serializing his first novel. Together they traveled widely, entertained frequently, and raised ten
children. In 1858, the celebrated writer pressured Catherine to leave their home, unjustly alleging that she
was mentally disordered-unfit and unloved as wife and mother. Constructing a plotline nearly as powerful as
his stories of Scrooge and Little Nell, Dickens created the image of his wife as a depressed and uninteresting
figure, using two of her three sisters against her, by measuring her presumed weaknesses against their
strengths. This self-serving fiction is still widely accepted.

In the first comprehensive biography of Catherine Dickens, Lillian Nayder debunks this tale in retelling it,
wresting away from the famous novelist the power to shape his wife's story. Nayder demonstrates that the
Dickenses' marriage was long a happy one; more important, she shows that the figure we know only as "Mrs.
Charles Dickens" was also a daughter, sister, and friend, a loving mother and grandmother, a capable
household manager, and an intelligent person whose company was valued and sought by a wide circle of
women and men. Making use of the Dickenses' banking records and legal papers as well as their
correspondence with friends and family members, Nayder challenges the long-standing view of Catherine
Dickens and offers unparalleled insights into the relations among the four Hogarth sisters, reclaiming those
cherished by the famous novelist as Catherine's own and illuminating her special bond with her youngest
sister, Helen, her staunchest ally during the marital breakdown.

Drawing on little-known, unpublished material and forcing Catherine's husband from center stage, The Other
Dickens revolutionizes our perception of the Dickens family dynamic, illuminates the legal and emotional
ambiguities of Catherine's position as a "single" wife, and deepens our understanding of what it meant to be a
woman in the Victorian age.
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From reader reviews:

Keiko Whitchurch:

Are you kind of active person, only have 10 or even 15 minute in your moment to upgrading your mind
proficiency or thinking skill possibly analytical thinking? Then you are having problem with the book
compared to can satisfy your limited time to read it because this all time you only find book that need more
time to be read. The Other Dickens: a life of Catherine Hogarth can be your answer since it can be read by
you who have those short spare time problems.

Deborah Oneal:

Beside that The Other Dickens: a life of Catherine Hogarth in your phone, it could possibly give you a way
to get nearer to the new knowledge or data. The information and the knowledge you will got here is fresh
from the oven so don't possibly be worry if you feel like an aged people live in narrow village. It is good
thing to have The Other Dickens: a life of Catherine Hogarth because this book offers to you readable
information. Do you sometimes have book but you don't get what it's all about. Oh come on, that would not
happen if you have this inside your hand. The Enjoyable option here cannot be questionable, such as
treasuring beautiful island. Use you still want to miss the idea? Find this book in addition to read it from
right now!

Loren Hatfield:

Is it you who having spare time subsequently spend it whole day by watching television programs or just
laying on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This The Other Dickens: a life of Catherine Hogarth
can be the respond to, oh how comes? It's a book you know. You are consequently out of date, spending your
time by reading in this brand-new era is common not a nerd activity. So what these books have than the
others?

Jonathan Baker:

What is your hobby? Have you heard this question when you got pupils? We believe that that concern was
given by teacher with their students. Many kinds of hobby, Every person has different hobby. Therefore you
know that little person like reading or as reading become their hobby. You have to know that reading is very
important as well as book as to be the issue. Book is important thing to incorporate you knowledge, except
your personal teacher or lecturer. You will find good news or update about something by book. Numerous
books that can you choose to adopt be your object. One of them is actually The Other Dickens: a life of
Catherine Hogarth.
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