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Winner of the Oregon Book Award for General Nonfiction and Los Angeles Times bestseller

"It makes good music sound better."-Janet Maslin in The New York Times

"A fascinating look into the West Coast recording studio scene of the '60s and the inside story of the music
you heard on the radio. If you always assumed the musicians you listened to were the same people you saw
onstage, you are in for a big surprise!"-Dusty Street, host of Classic Vinyl on Sirius XM Satellite Radio

If you were a fan of popular music in the 1960s and early '70s, you were a fan of the Wrecking Crew-
whether you knew it or not.

On hit record after hit record by everyone from the Byrds, the Beach Boys, and the Monkees to the Grass
Roots, the 5th Dimension, Sonny & Cher, and Simon & Garfunkel, this collection of West Coast studio
musicians from diverse backgrounds established themselves in Los Angeles, California as the driving sound
of pop music-sometimes over the objection of actual band members forced to make way for Wrecking Crew
members. Industry insider Kent Hartman tells the dramatic, definitive story of the musicians who forged a
reputation throughout the business as the secret weapons behind the top recording stars.

Mining invaluable interviews, the author follows the careers of such session masters as drummer Hal Blaine
and keyboardist Larry Knechtel, as well as trailblazing bassist Carol Kaye-the only female in the bunch-who
went on to play in thousands of recording sessions in this rock history. Readers will discover the Wrecking
Crew members who would forge careers in their own right, including Glen Campbell and Leon Russell, and
learn of the relationship between the Crew and such legends as Phil Spector and Jimmy Webb. Hartman also
takes us inside the studio for the legendary sessions that gave us Pet Sounds, Bridge Over Troubled Water,
and the rock classic "Layla," which Wrecking Crew drummer Jim Gordon cowrote with Eric Clapton for
Derek and the Dominos. And the author recounts priceless scenes such as Mike Nesmith of the Monkees
facing off with studio head Don Kirshner, Grass Roots lead guitarist (and future star of The Office) Creed
Bratton getting fired from the group, and Michel Rubini unseating Frank Sinatra's pianist for the session in
which the iconic singer improvised the hit-making ending to "Strangers in the Night."

The Wrecking Crew tells the collective, behind-the-scenes stories of the artists who dominated Top 40 radio
during the most exciting time in American popular culture.
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From reader reviews:

Stephanie Rodriguez:

What do you in relation to book? It is not important to you? Or just adding material when you need
something to explain what you problem? How about your extra time? Or are you busy man or woman? If
you don't have spare time to accomplish others business, it is make you feel bored faster. And you have free
time? What did you do? All people has many questions above. They have to answer that question since just
their can do which. It said that about book. Book is familiar on every person. Yes, it is right. Because start
from on kindergarten until university need this kind of The Wrecking Crew: The Inside Story of Rock and
Roll's Best-Kept Secret to read.

Joyce Matchett:

Spent a free the perfect time to be fun activity to accomplish! A lot of people spent their leisure time with
their family, or their very own friends. Usually they performing activity like watching television, going to
beach, or picnic inside the park. They actually doing same thing every week. Do you feel it? Do you need to
something different to fill your own personal free time/ holiday? Could possibly be reading a book might be
option to fill your free of charge time/ holiday. The first thing you ask may be what kinds of book that you
should read. If you want to test look for book, may be the reserve untitled The Wrecking Crew: The Inside
Story of Rock and Roll's Best-Kept Secret can be excellent book to read. May be it might be best activity to
you.

Patty Shield:

Do you have something that you want such as book? The publication lovers usually prefer to opt for book
like comic, brief story and the biggest an example may be novel. Now, why not striving The Wrecking Crew:
The Inside Story of Rock and Roll's Best-Kept Secret that give your fun preference will be satisfied by
means of reading this book. Reading practice all over the world can be said as the opportinity for people to
know world a great deal better then how they react towards the world. It can't be explained constantly that
reading habit only for the geeky man but for all of you who wants to possibly be success person. So , for all
you who want to start examining as your good habit, you are able to pick The Wrecking Crew: The Inside
Story of Rock and Roll's Best-Kept Secret become your own personal starter.

Annamarie Hernandez:

Within this era which is the greater particular person or who has ability to do something more are more
special than other. Do you want to become one of it? It is just simple strategy to have that. What you have to
do is just spending your time very little but quite enough to have a look at some books. One of several books
in the top checklist in your reading list is definitely The Wrecking Crew: The Inside Story of Rock and Roll's
Best-Kept Secret. This book that is qualified as The Hungry Inclines can get you closer in becoming precious
person. By looking right up and review this e-book you can get many advantages.
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