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By the early eighteenth century, France and Italy had impressive lexicons, but there was no authoritative
dictionary of English. Sensing the deficit, and impelled by a mixture of national pride and commercial
expedience, the prodigious polymath Samuel Johnson embraced the task, turning over the garret of his
London home to the creation of his own giant dictionary.

Johnson imagined that he could complete the job in three years. But the complexity of English meant that his
estimate was wildly inadequate. Only after he had expended nearly a decade of his prime on the task did the
dictionary finally appear - magisterial yet quirky, dogmatic but generous of spirit, and steeped in the richness
of English literature. It would come to be seen as the most important British cultural monument of the
eighteenth century, and its influence fanned out across Europe and throughout Britain's colonies - including,
crucially, America.

Brilliantly entertaining and enlightening, Defining the World is the story of Johnson's heroic endeavor, 250
years after the first publication of the Dictionary. In alphabetically sequenced chapters, Henry Hitchings
describes Johnson's adventure - his ambition and vision, his moments of despair, the mistakes he made along
the way, and his ultimate triumph.
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From reader reviews:

Kelly Watson:

Book is written, printed, or outlined for everything. You can know everything you want by a publication.
Book has a different type. As it is known to us that book is important thing to bring us around the world.
Close to that you can your reading skill was fluently. A guide Defining the World: The Extraordinary Story
of Dr Johnson's Dictionary will make you to always be smarter. You can feel much more confidence if you
can know about every thing. But some of you think which open or reading some sort of book make you
bored. It is not make you fun. Why they might be thought like that? Have you trying to find best book or
suitable book with you?

Avis Zeiger:

What do you regarding book? It is not important along? Or just adding material when you want something to
explain what your own problem? How about your spare time? Or are you busy particular person? If you don't
have spare time to complete others business, it is make you feel bored faster. And you have time? What did
you do? Everyone has many questions above. They have to answer that question mainly because just their
can do in which. It said that about book. Book is familiar on every person. Yes, it is correct. Because start
from on kindergarten until university need that Defining the World: The Extraordinary Story of Dr Johnson's
Dictionary to read.

Margherita Pettit:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray you actually, why because this Defining the World: The
Extraordinary Story of Dr Johnson's Dictionary book written by well-known writer who really knows well
how to make book that could be understand by anyone who read the book. Written within good manner for
you, still dripping wet every ideas and creating skill only for eliminate your personal hunger then you still
doubt Defining the World: The Extraordinary Story of Dr Johnson's Dictionary as good book but not only by
the cover but also by content. This is one e-book that can break don't determine book by its handle, so do you
still needing another sixth sense to pick this specific!? Oh come on your studying sixth sense already said so
why you have to listening to yet another sixth sense.

Sandra Vincent:

Do you like reading a publication? Confuse to looking for your preferred book? Or your book was rare? Why
so many issue for the book? But almost any people feel that they enjoy regarding reading. Some people likes
reading through, not only science book but additionally novel and Defining the World: The Extraordinary
Story of Dr Johnson's Dictionary or perhaps others sources were given expertise for you. After you know
how the truly amazing a book, you feel wish to read more and more. Science book was created for teacher or
perhaps students especially. Those guides are helping them to bring their knowledge. In different case,
beside science reserve, any other book likes Defining the World: The Extraordinary Story of Dr Johnson's



Dictionary to make your spare time more colorful. Many types of book like here.
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