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In the 1970s, while their contemporaries were protesting the computer as a tool of dehumanization and
oppression, a motley collection of college dropouts, hippies, and electronics fanatics were engaged in
something much more subversive. Obsessed with the idea of getting computer power into their own hands,
they launched from their garages a hobbyist movement that grew into an industry, and ultimately a social and
technological revolution. What they did was invent the personal computer: not just a new device, but a
watershed in the relationship between man and machine. This is their story.

Fire in the Valley is the definitive history of the personal computer, drawn from interviews with the people
who made it happen, written by two veteran computer writers who were there from the start. Working at
InfoWorld in the early 1980s, Swaine and Freiberger daily rubbed elbows with people like Steve Jobs and
Bill Gates when they were creating the personal computer revolution.

A rich story of colorful individuals, Fire in the Valley profiles these unlikely revolutionaries and
entrepreneurs, such as Ed Roberts of MITS, Lee Felsenstein at Processor Technology, and Jack Tramiel of
Commodore, as well as Jobs and Gates in all the innocence of their formative years.

This completely revised and expanded third edition brings the story to its completion, chronicling the end of
the personal computer revolution and the beginning of the post-PC era. It covers the departure from the stage
of major players with the deaths of Steve Jobs and Douglas Engelbart and the retirements of Bill Gates and
Steve Ballmer; the shift away from the PC to the cloud and portable devices; and what the end of the PC era
means for issues such as personal freedom and power, and open source vs. proprietary software.
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From reader reviews:

Darrell Fowler:

Fire in the Valley: The Birth and Death of the Personal Computer can be one of your beginner books that are
good idea. All of us recommend that straight away because this guide has good vocabulary that can increase
your knowledge in vocab, easy to understand, bit entertaining but still delivering the information. The copy
writer giving his/her effort to set every word into delight arrangement in writing Fire in the Valley: The Birth
and Death of the Personal Computer but doesn't forget the main level, giving the reader the hottest and based
confirm resource information that maybe you can be certainly one of it. This great information may drawn
you into brand-new stage of crucial considering.

Trevor Wright:

Many people spending their time by playing outside along with friends, fun activity using family or just
watching TV all day long. You can have new activity to spend your whole day by reading through a book.
Ugh, you think reading a book can definitely hard because you have to take the book everywhere? It ok you
can have the e-book, having everywhere you want in your Touch screen phone. Like Fire in the Valley: The
Birth and Death of the Personal Computer which is getting the e-book version. So , why not try out this
book? Let's find.

Carmela Randle:

Do you like reading a e-book? Confuse to looking for your preferred book? Or your book ended up being
rare? Why so many concern for the book? But any people feel that they enjoy intended for reading. Some
people likes looking at, not only science book but additionally novel and Fire in the Valley: The Birth and
Death of the Personal Computer or others sources were given expertise for you. After you know how the
good a book, you feel would like to read more and more. Science reserve was created for teacher or even
students especially. Those guides are helping them to bring their knowledge. In additional case, beside
science book, any other book likes Fire in the Valley: The Birth and Death of the Personal Computer to make
your spare time more colorful. Many types of book like here.

Robert Hatch:

As a student exactly feel bored in order to reading. If their teacher expected them to go to the library in order
to make summary for some publication, they are complained. Just very little students that has reading's soul
or real their passion. They just do what the teacher want, like asked to go to the library. They go to generally
there but nothing reading critically. Any students feel that looking at is not important, boring as well as can't
see colorful pics on there. Yeah, it is being complicated. Book is very important to suit your needs. As we
know that on this age, many ways to get whatever we want. Likewise word says, ways to reach Chinese's
country. So , this Fire in the Valley: The Birth and Death of the Personal Computer can make you sense
more interested to read.
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