
L.A. Noir: The Struggle for the Soul of America's
Most Seductive City

John Buntin

Click here if your download doesn"t start automatically

http://youkof.club/go/read.php?id=B002M41U0G
http://youkof.club/go/read.php?id=B002M41U0G
http://youkof.club/go/read.php?id=B002M41U0G


L.A. Noir: The Struggle for the Soul of America's Most
Seductive City

John Buntin

L.A. Noir: The Struggle for the Soul of America's Most Seductive City John Buntin
Other cities have histories. Los Angeles has legends.

Midcentury Los Angeles. A city sold to the world as "the white spot of America," a land of sunshine and
orange groves, wholesome Midwestern values and Hollywood stars, protected by the world’s most famous
police force, the Dragnet-era LAPD. Behind this public image lies a hidden world of "pleasure girls" and
crooked cops, ruthless newspaper tycoons, corrupt politicians, and East Coast gangsters on the make. Into
this underworld came two men–one L.A.’s most notorious gangster, the other its most famous police
chief–each prepared to battle the other for the soul of the city.

Former street thug turned featherweight boxer Mickey Cohen left the ring for the rackets, first as mobster
Benjamin "Bugsy" Siegel’s enforcer, then as his protégé. A fastidious dresser and unrepentant killer, the
diminutive Cohen was Hollywood’s favorite gangster–and L.A.’s preeminent underworld boss. Frank
Sinatra, Robert Mitchum, and Sammy Davis Jr. palled around with him; TV journalist Mike Wallace wanted
his stories; evangelist Billy Graham sought his soul.

William H. Parker was the proud son of a pioneering law-enforcement family from the fabled frontier town
of Deadwood. As a rookie patrolman in the Roaring Twenties, he discovered that L.A. was ruled by a
shadowy "Combination"–a triumvirate of tycoons, politicians, and underworld figures where alliances were
shifting, loyalties uncertain, and politics were practiced with shotguns and dynamite. Parker’s life mission
became to topple it–and to create a police force that would never answer to elected officials again.

These two men, one morally unflinching, the other unflinchingly immoral, would soon come head-to-head in
a struggle to control the city–a struggle that echoes unforgettably through the fiction of Raymond Chandler
and movies such as The Big Sleep, Chinatown, and L.A. Confidential.

For more than three decades, from Prohibition through the Watts Riots, the battle between the underworld
and the police played out amid the nightclubs of the Sunset Strip and the mansions of Beverly Hills, from the
gritty streets of Boyle Heights to the manicured lawns of Brentwood, intersecting in the process with the
agendas and ambitions of J. Edgar Hoover, Robert F. Kennedy, and Malcolm X. The outcome of this
decades-long entanglement shaped modern American policing–for better and for worse–and helped create
the Los Angeles we know today.

A fascinating examination of Los Angeles’s underbelly, the Mob, and America’s most admired–and
reviled–police department, L.A. Noir is an enlightening, entertaining, and richly detailed narrative about the
city originally known as El Pueblo de Nuestra Se–ora la Reina de los Angeles, "The Town of Our Lady the
Queen of the Angels."

From the Hardcover edition.
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From reader reviews:

Michael Collins:

What do you ponder on book? It is just for students as they are still students or the idea for all people in the
world, what the best subject for that? Just you can be answered for that issue above. Every person has
various personality and hobby for each other. Don't to be forced someone or something that they don't wish
do that. You must know how great and important the book L.A. Noir: The Struggle for the Soul of America's
Most Seductive City. All type of book would you see on many solutions. You can look for the internet
methods or other social media.

Joni Harris:

In this 21st century, people become competitive in most way. By being competitive now, people have do
something to make them survives, being in the middle of typically the crowded place and notice simply by
surrounding. One thing that at times many people have underestimated this for a while is reading. Yep, by
reading a book your ability to survive increase then having chance to stand up than other is high. For you
who want to start reading some sort of book, we give you this L.A. Noir: The Struggle for the Soul of
America's Most Seductive City book as basic and daily reading publication. Why, because this book is
greater than just a book.

Matthew White:

The event that you get from L.A. Noir: The Struggle for the Soul of America's Most Seductive City may be
the more deep you rooting the information that hide into the words the more you get considering reading it. It
doesn't mean that this book is hard to know but L.A. Noir: The Struggle for the Soul of America's Most
Seductive City giving you enjoyment feeling of reading. The author conveys their point in particular way
that can be understood by anyone who read the idea because the author of this guide is well-known enough.
This particular book also makes your own personal vocabulary increase well. Making it easy to understand
then can go to you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We advise you for having that L.A. Noir:
The Struggle for the Soul of America's Most Seductive City instantly.

Eleanor Hotchkiss:

That reserve can make you to feel relax. This particular book L.A. Noir: The Struggle for the Soul of
America's Most Seductive City was colourful and of course has pictures on the website. As we know that
book L.A. Noir: The Struggle for the Soul of America's Most Seductive City has many kinds or style. Start
from kids until young adults. For example Naruto or Investigation company Conan you can read and feel that
you are the character on there. Therefore not at all of book are make you bored, any it can make you feel
happy, fun and loosen up. Try to choose the best book in your case and try to like reading this.
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