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Encouraged by the medicinal success of quinine, early 19th century scientists hoped strychnine, another
plant alkaloid with remarkable properties, might also become a new weapon against disease. Physicians tried
for over a century, despite growing evidence to the contrary, to treat everything from paralysis to
constipation with it. But strychnine proved only to be disappointingly deadly-relegating its fate almost
entirely to animal control, the dangerous adulteration of foods, and criminal exploits.

The NOTORIOUS and TRUE story of how a POISONOUS alkaloid...

Bitter Nemesis: The Intimate History of Strychnine presents a scholarly and compelling history of this
fascinating chemical substance from its discovery to present times. A renowned editor for the Dictionary of
Natural Products, Dr. John Buckingham fuses his eclectic interests into an extraordinary mix of original
research spanning the realms of history, medicine, literature, chemistry, and forensics.

...Changed the course of HISTORY!

Uncovering details and logistics from the earliest experiments performed in an era when proper scientific
trials for testing new drugs were still in their infancy, the author explores strychnine's trial-and-error
contributions to scientific, medical, and forensic developments. He also investigates historical milestones and
the perception of strychnine in popular culture-including criminal notoriety, accidental misuse, and new
claims of strychnine's benefits that extend through to the present day.

Juxtaposing the real trials, mistrials, and persistent curiosity associated with one of history's most notorious
pharmaceutical failures, Bitter Nemesis offers rare insight into the anarchic, yet inspired landscape, practices,
and legacy of 19th century science.
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From reader reviews:

Charles English:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important work, like
looking for your favorite guide and reading a guide. Beside you can solve your trouble; you can add your
knowledge by the book entitled Bitter Nemesis: The Intimate History of Strychnine. Try to make the book
Bitter Nemesis: The Intimate History of Strychnine as your good friend. It means that it can to get your
friend when you feel alone and beside regarding course make you smarter than previously. Yeah, it is very
fortuned for you. The book makes you more confidence because you can know almost everything by the
book. So , we should make new experience along with knowledge with this book.

David Brouwer:

In this 21st century, people become competitive in each and every way. By being competitive right now,
people have do something to make these survives, being in the middle of often the crowded place and notice
through surrounding. One thing that occasionally many people have underestimated the idea for a while is
reading. Sure, by reading a publication your ability to survive raise then having chance to endure than other
is high. For yourself who want to start reading a book, we give you that Bitter Nemesis: The Intimate History
of Strychnine book as beginner and daily reading book. Why, because this book is usually more than just a
book.

John Mendoza:

Within this era which is the greater individual or who has ability in doing something more are more special
than other. Do you want to become one of it? It is just simple way to have that. What you must do is just
spending your time not much but quite enough to have a look at some books. Among the books in the top
collection in your reading list is usually Bitter Nemesis: The Intimate History of Strychnine. This book
which can be qualified as The Hungry Hillsides can get you closer in turning out to be precious person. By
looking upward and review this reserve you can get many advantages.

Brooke Lambeth:

You can get this Bitter Nemesis: The Intimate History of Strychnine by visit the bookstore or Mall. Only
viewing or reviewing it could possibly to be your solve problem if you get difficulties for the knowledge.
Kinds of this e-book are various. Not only simply by written or printed but in addition can you enjoy this
book simply by e-book. In the modern era including now, you just looking of your mobile phone and
searching what their problem. Right now, choose your ways to get more information about your e-book. It is
most important to arrange you to ultimately make your knowledge are still revise. Let's try to choose suitable
ways for you.
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