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In City of Suspects Pablo Piccato explores the multiple dimensions of crime in early-twentieth-century
Mexico City. Basing his research on previously untapped judicial sources, prisoners’ letters, criminological
studies, quantitative data, newspapers, and political archives, Piccato examines the paradoxes of repressive
policies toward crime, the impact of social rebellion on patterns of common crime, and the role of urban
communities in dealing with transgression on the margins of the judical system.
By investigating postrevolutionary examples of corruption and organized crime, Piccato shines light on the
historical foundations of a social problem that remains the main concern of Mexico City today. Emphasizing
the social construction of crime and the way it was interpreted within the moral economy of the urban poor,
he describes the capital city during the early twentieth century as a contested territory in which a growing
population of urban poor had to negotiate the use of public spaces with more powerful citizens and the
police. Probing official discourse on deviance, Piccato reveals how the nineteenth-century rise of positivist
criminology—which asserted that criminals could be readily distinguished from the normal population based
on psychological and physical traits—was used to lend scientific legitimacy to class stratifications and to
criminalize working-class culture. Furthermore, he argues, the authorities’ emphasis on punishment,
isolation, and stigmatization effectively created cadres of professional criminals, reshaping crime into a more
dangerous problem for all inhabitants of the capital.
This unique investigation into crime in Mexico City will interest Latin Americanists, sociologists, and
historians of twentieth-century Mexican history.
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From reader reviews:

Ashley Williams:

In this 21st centuries, people become competitive in each and every way. By being competitive today, people
have do something to make them survives, being in the middle of the particular crowded place and notice
through surrounding. One thing that sometimes many people have underestimated the item for a while is
reading. That's why, by reading a publication your ability to survive increase then having chance to stand up
than other is high. For yourself who want to start reading the book, we give you this specific City of
Suspects: Crime in Mexico City, 1900-1931 book as nice and daily reading e-book. Why, because this book
is usually more than just a book.

Candice Foushee:

This City of Suspects: Crime in Mexico City, 1900-1931 are generally reliable for you who want to certainly
be a successful person, why. The main reason of this City of Suspects: Crime in Mexico City, 1900-1931 can
be among the great books you must have is actually giving you more than just simple reading food but feed
an individual with information that perhaps will shock your prior knowledge. This book is definitely handy,
you can bring it almost everywhere and whenever your conditions in the e-book and printed kinds. Beside
that this City of Suspects: Crime in Mexico City, 1900-1931 forcing you to have an enormous of experience
including rich vocabulary, giving you tryout of critical thinking that we know it useful in your day exercise.
So , let's have it appreciate reading.

Helen Williams:

People live in this new day time of lifestyle always aim to and must have the extra time or they will get lot of
stress from both daily life and work. So , once we ask do people have time, we will say absolutely sure.
People is human not just a robot. Then we request again, what kind of activity have you got when the spare
time coming to an individual of course your answer will probably unlimited right. Then do you ever try this
one, reading textbooks. It can be your alternative throughout spending your spare time, typically the book
you have read is usually City of Suspects: Crime in Mexico City, 1900-1931.

Michael Emery:

You are able to spend your free time to study this book this e-book. This City of Suspects: Crime in Mexico
City, 1900-1931 is simple to deliver you can read it in the park your car, in the beach, train in addition to
soon. If you did not get much space to bring the printed book, you can buy typically the e-book. It is make
you much easier to read it. You can save typically the book in your smart phone. Thus there are a lot of
benefits that you will get when you buy this book.
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