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A vivid history of America's biggest, baddest prison system and how it came to lead the nation's
punitive revolution

In the prison business, all roads lead to Texas. The most locked-down state in the nation has led the way in
criminal justice severity, from assembly-line executions to isolation supermaxes, from prison privatization to
sentencing juveniles as adults. Texas Tough, a sweeping history of American imprisonment from the days of
slavery to the present, shows how a plantation-based penal system once dismissed as barbaric became the
national template.
Drawing on convict accounts, official records, and interviews with prisoners, guards, and lawmakers,
historian Robert Perkinson reveals the Southern roots of our present-day prison colossus. While conventional
histories emphasize the North's rehabilitative approach, he shows how the retributive and profit-driven
regime of the South ultimately triumphed. Most provocatively, he argues that just as convict leasing and
segregation emerged in response to Reconstruction, so today's mass incarceration, with its vast racial
disparities, must be seen as a backlash against civil rights.
Illuminating for the first time the origins of America's prison juggernaut, Texas Tough points toward a more
just and humane future.
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From reader reviews:

Joan Rogers:

Do you have favorite book? When you have, what is your favorite's book? Publication is very important
thing for us to know everything in the world. Each publication has different aim as well as goal; it means that
publication has different type. Some people really feel enjoy to spend their the perfect time to read a book.
They are reading whatever they have because their hobby will be reading a book. How about the person who
don't like looking at a book? Sometime, person feel need book when they found difficult problem as well as
exercise. Well, probably you will want this Texas Tough: The Rise of America's Prison Empire.

Lucy Fletcher:

What do you about book? It is not important together with you? Or just adding material when you require
something to explain what the ones you have problem? How about your extra time? Or are you busy man? If
you don't have spare time to try and do others business, it is make one feel bored faster. And you have free
time? What did you do? Everybody has many questions above. They must answer that question since just
their can do that. It said that about e-book. Book is familiar in each person. Yes, it is appropriate. Because
start from on guardería until university need that Texas Tough: The Rise of America's Prison Empire to read.

Jesus Loveless:

Do you have something that you enjoy such as book? The publication lovers usually prefer to pick book like
comic, brief story and the biggest the first is novel. Now, why not attempting Texas Tough: The Rise of
America's Prison Empire that give your pleasure preference will be satisfied by simply reading this book.
Reading addiction all over the world can be said as the method for people to know world much better then
how they react towards the world. It can't be explained constantly that reading addiction only for the geeky
man but for all of you who wants to always be success person. So , for all you who want to start examining
as your good habit, you are able to pick Texas Tough: The Rise of America's Prison Empire become your
starter.

Casey Schnell:

Would you one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt when you find yourself in the book
store? Attempt to pick one book that you never know the inside because don't evaluate book by its handle
may doesn't work the following is difficult job because you are frightened that the inside maybe not while
fantastic as in the outside search likes. Maybe you answer could be Texas Tough: The Rise of America's
Prison Empire why because the wonderful cover that make you consider regarding the content will not
disappoint an individual. The inside or content is fantastic as the outside as well as cover. Your reading sixth
sense will directly guide you to pick up this book.
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