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The gripping first-hand narrative of the whaling ship disaster that inspired Melville’s Moby-Dick and
informed Nathaniel Philbrick’s monumental history, In the Heart of the Sea
 
In 1820, the Nantucket whaleship Essex was rammed by an angry sperm whale thousands of miles from
home in the South Pacific. The Essex sank, leaving twenty crew members drifting in three small open boats
for ninety days. Through drastic measures, eight men survived to reveal this astonishing tale. The Narrative
of the Wreck of the Whaleship Essex, by Owen Chase, has long been the essential account of the Essex’s
doomed voyage. But in 1980, a new account of the disaster was discovered, penned late in life by Thomas
Nickerson, who had been the fifteen-year-old cabin boy of the ship. This discovery has vastly expanded and
clarified the history of an event as grandiose in its time as the Titanic. 
 
This edition presents Nickerson’s never-before-published chronicle alongside Chase’s version. Also included
are the most important other contemporary accounts of the incident, Melville’s notes in his copy of the Chase
narrative, and journal entries by Emerson and Thoreau.

For more than seventy years, Penguin has been the leading publisher of classic literature in the English-
speaking world. With more than 1,700 titles, Penguin Classics represents a global bookshelf of the best
works throughout history and across genres and disciplines. Readers trust the series to provide authoritative
texts enhanced by introductions and notes by distinguished scholars and contemporary authors, as well as
up-to-date translations by award-winning translators.

From the Trade Paperback edition.
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From reader reviews:

Christopher Mills:

The book The Loss of the Ship Essex, Sunk by a Whale (Penguin Classics) make you feel enjoy for your
spare time. You may use to make your capable much more increase. Book can for being your best friend
when you getting tension or having big problem with the subject. If you can make reading a book The Loss
of the Ship Essex, Sunk by a Whale (Penguin Classics) for being your habit, you can get a lot more
advantages, like add your own personal capable, increase your knowledge about some or all subjects. It is
possible to know everything if you like wide open and read a e-book The Loss of the Ship Essex, Sunk by a
Whale (Penguin Classics). Kinds of book are several. It means that, science guide or encyclopedia or other
folks. So , how do you think about this guide?

Princess Bequette:

Reading a guide can be one of a lot of task that everyone in the world adores. Do you like reading book
consequently. There are a lot of reasons why people enjoyed. First reading a book will give you a lot of new
details. When you read a reserve you will get new information due to the fact book is one of numerous ways
to share the information or their idea. Second, reading through a book will make a person more imaginative.
When you studying a book especially hype book the author will bring you to imagine the story how the
personas do it anything. Third, you may share your knowledge to other people. When you read this The Loss
of the Ship Essex, Sunk by a Whale (Penguin Classics), you may tells your family, friends in addition to
soon about yours publication. Your knowledge can inspire different ones, make them reading a reserve.

Robert Monson:

This The Loss of the Ship Essex, Sunk by a Whale (Penguin Classics) is great publication for you because
the content that is full of information for you who all always deal with world and still have to make decision
every minute. This book reveal it data accurately using great arrange word or we can point out no rambling
sentences included. So if you are read the idea hurriedly you can have whole details in it. Doesn't mean it
only provides straight forward sentences but challenging core information with attractive delivering
sentences. Having The Loss of the Ship Essex, Sunk by a Whale (Penguin Classics) in your hand like finding
the world in your arm, details in it is not ridiculous just one. We can say that no publication that offer you
world within ten or fifteen small right but this book already do that. So , this really is good reading book. Hi
Mr. and Mrs. stressful do you still doubt in which?

Jennifer Lorenzo:

A lot of guide has printed but it is different. You can get it by internet on social media. You can choose the
top book for you, science, amusing, novel, or whatever by simply searching from it. It is called of book The
Loss of the Ship Essex, Sunk by a Whale (Penguin Classics). You can contribute your knowledge by it.
Without leaving the printed book, it could add your knowledge and make a person happier to read. It is most



essential that, you must aware about publication. It can bring you from one destination to other place.
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