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A dazzling appraisal of the definitive classical music performances available today

For classical music lovers, there is nothing more beguiling and exciting than the range of technique and
emotion that can capture or transform the great works in the hands of a conductor and musicians. But with
hundreds of recordings released every year, discovering the jewels is a challenge, for newcomers as well as
for connoisseurs.

New York Times classical music critic Allan Kozinn offers the ultimate collector's guide, packed with a rich
history of the composers and performers who stir our souls. From Bach's eloquent Goldberg Variations
performed by master pianist Glenn Gould at the beginning and end of his career in startlingly different
interpretations, to a lyrical performance of Rimsky-Korsakov's Scheherezade conducted by Kiril Kondrashin
shortly after his defection from the Soviet Union, Kozinn places each work in the greater context of musical
development and stretches the listener's understanding of each pivotal composition. These original essays on
the one hundred greatest recorded classical works provide both practical guidance for building a library and
deep insight into the transcendent power of music itself.
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From reader reviews:

Sherrie Shannon:

The particular book The New York Times Essential Library: Classical Music: A Critic's Guide to the 100
Most Important Recordings will bring you to definitely the new experience of reading a book. The author
style to clarify the idea is very unique. When you try to find new book to read, this book very suitable to you.
The book The New York Times Essential Library: Classical Music: A Critic's Guide to the 100 Most
Important Recordings is much recommended to you to study. You can also get the e-book through the
official web site, so you can more easily to read the book.

Alicia Wescott:

Spent a free time and energy to be fun activity to do! A lot of people spent their leisure time with their
family, or their very own friends. Usually they undertaking activity like watching television, planning to
beach, or picnic from the park. They actually doing same every week. Do you feel it? Do you wish to
something different to fill your personal free time/ holiday? Could be reading a book might be option to fill
your cost-free time/ holiday. The first thing that you'll ask may be what kinds of guide that you should read.
If you want to try look for book, may be the guide untitled The New York Times Essential Library: Classical
Music: A Critic's Guide to the 100 Most Important Recordings can be very good book to read. May be it may
be best activity to you.

Kim Armstrong:

The reason why? Because this The New York Times Essential Library: Classical Music: A Critic's Guide to
the 100 Most Important Recordings is an unordinary book that the inside of the guide waiting for you to snap
the idea but latter it will shock you with the secret the idea inside. Reading this book close to it was fantastic
author who have write the book in such wonderful way makes the content on the inside easier to understand,
entertaining approach but still convey the meaning entirely. So , it is good for you for not hesitating having
this ever again or you going to regret it. This unique book will give you a lot of positive aspects than the
other book get such as help improving your proficiency and your critical thinking approach. So , still want to
hold off having that book? If I had been you I will go to the e-book store hurriedly.

Thomas Daniels:

The New York Times Essential Library: Classical Music: A Critic's Guide to the 100 Most Important
Recordings can be one of your starter books that are good idea. We recommend that straight away because
this publication has good vocabulary that can increase your knowledge in vocab, easy to understand, bit
entertaining but delivering the information. The author giving his/her effort that will put every word into
satisfaction arrangement in writing The New York Times Essential Library: Classical Music: A Critic's
Guide to the 100 Most Important Recordings nevertheless doesn't forget the main place, giving the reader the
hottest and also based confirm resource details that maybe you can be considered one of it. This great



information can drawn you into fresh stage of crucial considering.
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