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What Kind of Nation is a riveting account of the bitter and protracted struggle between two titans of the early
republic over the power of the presidency and the independence of the judiciary.

The clash between fellow Virginians (and second cousins) Thomas Jefferson and John Marshall remains the
most decisive confrontation between a president and a chief justice in American history. Fought in private as
well as in full public view, their struggle defined basic constitutional relationships in the early days of the
republic and resonates still in debates over the role of the federal government vis-à-vis the states and the
authority of the Supreme Court to interpret laws.

Jefferson was a strong advocate of states' rights who distrusted the power of the federal government. He
believed that the Constitution defined federal authority narrowly and left most governmental powers to the
states. He was suspicious of the Federalist-dominated Supreme Court, whose members he viewed as partisan
promoters of their political views at the expense of Jefferson's Republicans. When he became president,
Jefferson attempted to correct the Court's bias by appointing Republicans to the Court. He also supported an
unsuccessful impeachment of Federalist Supreme Court Justice Samuel Chase.

Marshall believed in a strong federal government and was convinced that an independent judiciary offered
the best protection for the Constitution and the nation. After he was appointed by Federalist President John
Adams to be chief justice in 1801 (only a few weeks before Jefferson succeeded Adams), he issued one far-
reaching opinion after another. Beginning with the landmark decision Marbury v. Madison in 1803, and
through many cases involving states' rights, impeachment, treason, and executive privilege, Marshall
established the Court as the final arbiter of the Constitution and the authoritative voice for the constitutional
supremacy of the federal government over the states.

As Marshall's views prevailed, Jefferson became increasingly bitter, certain that the Court was suffocating
the popular will. But Marshall's carefully reasoned rulings endowed the Court with constitutional authority
even as they expanded the power of the federal government, paving the way for later Court decisions
sanctioning many pivotal laws of the modern era, such as those of the New Deal, the Great Society, and the
Civil Rights Act of 1964.

In a fascinating description of the treason trial of Jefferson's former vice president, Aaron Burr, James F.
Simon shows how Marshall rebuffed President Jefferson's claim of executive privilege. That decision served
as precedent for a modern Supreme Court ruling rejecting President Nixon's claim that he did not have to
hand over the Watergate tapes.

More than 150 years after Jefferson's and Marshall's deaths, their words and achievements still reverberate in
constitutional debate and political battle. What Kind of Nation is a dramatic rendering of a bitter struggle
between two shrewd politicians and powerful statesmen that helped create a United States.
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From reader reviews:

Dorothy Marr:

What do you think about book? It is just for students because they're still students or it for all people in the
world, what best subject for that? Simply you can be answered for that concern above. Every person has
different personality and hobby per other. Don't to be pressured someone or something that they don't desire
do that. You must know how great and also important the book What Kind of Nation: Thomas Jefferson,
John Marshall, and the Epic Stru. All type of book are you able to see on many options. You can look for the
internet resources or other social media.

Alfred Wolff:

The book untitled What Kind of Nation: Thomas Jefferson, John Marshall, and the Epic Stru is the reserve
that recommended to you to read. You can see the quality of the book content that will be shown to you. The
language that publisher use to explained their ideas are easily to understand. The article author was did a lot
of research when write the book, and so the information that they share for you is absolutely accurate. You
also can get the e-book of What Kind of Nation: Thomas Jefferson, John Marshall, and the Epic Stru from
the publisher to make you considerably more enjoy free time.

Frank Monroe:

Exactly why? Because this What Kind of Nation: Thomas Jefferson, John Marshall, and the Epic Stru is an
unordinary book that the inside of the reserve waiting for you to snap it but latter it will shock you with the
secret the idea inside. Reading this book alongside it was fantastic author who also write the book in such
awesome way makes the content on the inside easier to understand, entertaining means but still convey the
meaning thoroughly. So , it is good for you for not hesitating having this any longer or you going to regret it.
This unique book will give you a lot of rewards than the other book possess such as help improving your
expertise and your critical thinking means. So , still want to hesitate having that book? If I had been you I
will go to the book store hurriedly.

Diane Dockins:

Reading can called thoughts hangout, why? Because if you find yourself reading a book specially book
entitled What Kind of Nation: Thomas Jefferson, John Marshall, and the Epic Stru your brain will drift away
trough every dimension, wandering in each and every aspect that maybe mysterious for but surely will
become your mind friends. Imaging each word written in a publication then become one contact form
conclusion and explanation in which maybe you never get before. The What Kind of Nation: Thomas
Jefferson, John Marshall, and the Epic Stru giving you one more experience more than blown away your
mind but also giving you useful information for your better life in this era. So now let us demonstrate the
relaxing pattern at this point is your body and mind will be pleased when you are finished looking at it, like
winning a sport. Do you want to try this extraordinary shelling out spare time activity?
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