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The thirst for knowledge and adventure have always been at the forefront of human imagination. In this
engrossing tale, John Kendrick takes us on a voyage across the Pacific via the Philippines, New Zealand, the
infant British colony at Sydney Cove, and the Tonga Islands, chronicling the life of Alejandro Malaspina, an
eighteenth-century Italian navigator in the service of Spain.Malaspina arrived in Spain with a scientific
background and an ardent interest in the philosophy of the Enlightenment. A skilled navigator, his 1789
Pacific voyage was the last and most important of his career - a five-year scientific and political examination
of the Spanish colonies in the Americas and the Philippines. His appraisal of the British colonies at Sydney
Cove and Tonga allowed him to compare life in a place almost untouched by European contact with the
situation in the colonies. Malaspina eventually returned to Spain, where he was received by King Charles IV
and commissioned to produce a work covering all aspects of his studies that would establish Spain's
reputation as a modern enlightened state.Malaspina advised the king that this could be achieved only if all
the present ministers were dismissed and replaced with a slate of Malaspina's choosing who would back his
visionary ideas. This seemingly naive proposal resulted in a unanimous vote by the council that his plan was
false, seditious, and injurious to the sovereignty of Their Majesties and a sentence of ten years imprisonment
in the fortress of San Anton. At Napoleon's urging he was released after eight years and exiled to Italy. He
died there in 1810, just as the revolts in the Americas were starting, as he had predicted. Using Malaspina's
writings, including the journal of his great voyage and his personal letters, John Kendrick makes the life of
this extraordinary man available for the first time in English.
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From reader reviews:

Richard Riggins:

What do you regarding book? It is not important along with you? Or just adding material when you want
something to explain what you problem? How about your free time? Or are you busy person? If you don't
have spare time to accomplish others business, it is make one feel bored faster. And you have extra time?
What did you do? Everyone has many questions above. They must answer that question due to the fact just
their can do this. It said that about book. Book is familiar in each person. Yes, it is suitable. Because start
from on kindergarten until university need this kind of Alejandro Malaspina: Portrait of a Visionary to read.

Michael Torres:

You could spend your free time to study this book this book. This Alejandro Malaspina: Portrait of a
Visionary is simple bringing you can read it in the recreation area, in the beach, train and soon. If you did not
possess much space to bring the printed book, you can buy the actual e-book. It is make you much easier to
read it. You can save the particular book in your smart phone. Therefore there are a lot of benefits that you
will get when one buys this book.

Robert Hansen:

Beside this specific Alejandro Malaspina: Portrait of a Visionary in your phone, it can give you a way to get
more close to the new knowledge or information. The information and the knowledge you can got here is
fresh from oven so don't possibly be worry if you feel like an old people live in narrow community. It is
good thing to have Alejandro Malaspina: Portrait of a Visionary because this book offers for you readable
information. Do you at times have book but you don't get what it's all about. Oh come on, that wil happen if
you have this in the hand. The Enjoyable arrangement here cannot be questionable, including treasuring
beautiful island. So do you still want to miss that? Find this book in addition to read it from today!

Thelma Cobb:

A lot of publication has printed but it is different. You can get it by online on social media. You can choose
the best book for you, science, comedy, novel, or whatever by searching from it. It is referred to as of book
Alejandro Malaspina: Portrait of a Visionary. You can include your knowledge by it. Without leaving the
printed book, it could possibly add your knowledge and make you happier to read. It is most important that,
you must aware about guide. It can bring you from one location to other place.
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