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A magnificent collection of essays, opinions, and reflections on life, culture, art, love, and
music—always lyrical, witty, and brazenly provocative—from one of the most acclaimed
contemporary American composers

Time magazine has called Ned Rorem “the world’s best composer of art songs.” But his genius does not end
in the realm of classical music. Rorem has a rare gift for writing, as well, and the wide acclaim that has
greeted his memoirs, essay collections, and published diaries attest to this fact.
 
An Absolute Gift is a cornucopia of Roremisms—essays, reviews, and opinions on a vast array of fascinating
subjects, from music to film to drama to sex. Here also are candid diary entries, displaying the frankness and
remarkable insight for which Rorem is known. Whether he’s lambasting or celebrating the world’s great
musical works and their creators (and, according to Stephen Sondheim, “He is one of the best writers about
music that I have ever read”), offering intensely personal musings on death and love, or brilliantly dissecting
the artist’s craft, Ned Rorem is always fascinating, always provocative, and enormously entertaining.
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From reader reviews:

Harry Greene:

The book An Absolute Gift: A New Diary make you feel enjoy for your spare time. You may use to make
your capable a lot more increase. Book can being your best friend when you getting pressure or having big
problem with the subject. If you can make reading a book An Absolute Gift: A New Diary to get your habit,
you can get much more advantages, like add your own capable, increase your knowledge about several or all
subjects. You can know everything if you like wide open and read a guide An Absolute Gift: A New Diary.
Kinds of book are a lot of. It means that, science guide or encyclopedia or other individuals. So , how do you
think about this publication?

Betty McClanahan:

What do you about book? It is not important along? Or just adding material if you want something to explain
what yours problem? How about your free time? Or are you busy particular person? If you don't have spare
time to perform others business, it is gives you the sense of being bored faster. And you have free time?
What did you do? Every individual has many questions above. They have to answer that question simply
because just their can do that will. It said that about book. Book is familiar on every person. Yes, it is proper.
Because start from on kindergarten until university need this An Absolute Gift: A New Diary to read.

William Black:

This An Absolute Gift: A New Diary book is simply not ordinary book, you have it then the world is in your
hands. The benefit you have by reading this book is information inside this reserve incredible fresh, you will
get facts which is getting deeper a person read a lot of information you will get. This An Absolute Gift: A
New Diary without we realize teach the one who looking at it become critical in contemplating and
analyzing. Don't always be worry An Absolute Gift: A New Diary can bring if you are and not make your
carrier space or bookshelves' grow to be full because you can have it within your lovely laptop even phone.
This An Absolute Gift: A New Diary having very good arrangement in word and also layout, so you will not
truly feel uninterested in reading.

Terry McConnell:

Don't be worry when you are afraid that this book will certainly filled the space in your house, you can have
it in e-book way, more simple and reachable. That An Absolute Gift: A New Diary can give you a lot of pals
because by you looking at this one book you have point that they don't and make anyone more like an
interesting person. This particular book can be one of one step for you to get success. This e-book offer you
information that might be your friend doesn't recognize, by knowing more than different make you to be
great people. So , why hesitate? Let's have An Absolute Gift: A New Diary.
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