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"Dear Master" is a rare firsthand look at the values, self-perception, and private life of the black American
slave. The fullest known record left by an American slave family, this collection of more than two hundred
letters?including seven discovered since the book's original appearance?reveals the relationship of two
generations of the Skipwith family with the Virginia planter John Hartwell Cocke.

The letters, dating from 1834 to 1865, fall into two groups. The first were written by Peyton Skipwith and his
children from Liberia, where they settled after being freed in 1833 by Cocke, a devout Christian and
enlightened slaveholder. The letters, which tell of harsh frontier life, reveal the American values the
Skipwiths took with them to Africa, and express their faith in Liberia's future and pride in their
accomplishments.

The second group of letters, written by George Skipwith and his daughter Lucy, originate from Cocke's
Alabama plantation, an experimental work community to which Cocke sent his most talented, responsible
slaves to prepare them for the moral and educational challenges of emancipation. George, a "privileged
bondsman," was a slave driver. His letters about the management of the plantation include reports on the
slaves' conduct and any disciplinary actions he took. Readers can sense George's pride in his work and also
his ambivalence toward his role as leader in the slave hierarchy.

Lucy, Cocke's chief domestic slave, was the plantation nurse and teacher. Her letters, filled with details about
spiritual, familial, and health matters, also display her skill at exploiting her master's trust and her uncommon
boldness, for she spoke against whites to her master when she felt they hampered his slaves' education.

"Dear Master" affirms that these slaves and former slaves were not simply victims; they were actors in a
complex human drama. The letters imply trust and affection between master and slave, but there were other
motives as well for the letter-writing. The Liberian Skipwiths needed American-made supplies; moreover,
the whole family may have viewed their relationship with Cocke as a chance to help free other slaves. In his
new preface, Miller reevaluates his book in light of changes in the historiography of American slavery over
the past decade.
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From reader reviews:

Herman Lewis:

In this 21st century, people become competitive in each way. By being competitive right now, people have
do something to make these people survives, being in the middle of the crowded place and notice by
surrounding. One thing that occasionally many people have underestimated it for a while is reading. That's
why, by reading a e-book your ability to survive improve then having chance to remain than other is high.
For you personally who want to start reading some sort of book, we give you that Dear Master: Letters of a
Slave Family (Brown Thrasher Books) book as starter and daily reading publication. Why, because this book
is greater than just a book.

Glenn Hancock:

Do you one among people who can't read satisfying if the sentence chained inside straightway, hold on guys
that aren't like that. This Dear Master: Letters of a Slave Family (Brown Thrasher Books) book is readable
simply by you who hate those straight word style. You will find the information here are arrange for
enjoyable reading through experience without leaving possibly decrease the knowledge that want to supply
to you. The writer involving Dear Master: Letters of a Slave Family (Brown Thrasher Books) content
conveys the idea easily to understand by many people. The printed and e-book are not different in the written
content but it just different as it. So , do you nevertheless thinking Dear Master: Letters of a Slave Family
(Brown Thrasher Books) is not loveable to be your top list reading book?

Cindy Moats:

Reading a book to become new life style in this 12 months; every people loves to read a book. When you go
through a book you can get a great deal of benefit. When you read ebooks, you can improve your knowledge,
due to the fact book has a lot of information into it. The information that you will get depend on what kinds
of book that you have read. If you would like get information about your review, you can read education
books, but if you act like you want to entertain yourself look for a fiction books, such us novel, comics, and
also soon. The Dear Master: Letters of a Slave Family (Brown Thrasher Books) will give you a new
experience in looking at a book.

Frances Pierce:

Some people said that they feel bored when they reading a e-book. They are directly felt this when they get a
half portions of the book. You can choose the particular book Dear Master: Letters of a Slave Family (Brown
Thrasher Books) to make your reading is interesting. Your own personal skill of reading skill is developing
when you like reading. Try to choose easy book to make you enjoy you just read it and mingle the opinion
about book and looking at especially. It is to be initially opinion for you to like to start a book and go through
it. Beside that the guide Dear Master: Letters of a Slave Family (Brown Thrasher Books) can to be your
brand-new friend when you're sense alone and confuse in doing what must you're doing of that time.
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