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Ella Josephine Baker (1903-1986) was among the most influential strategists of the most important social
movement in modern US history, the Civil Rights Movement, yet most Americans have never heard of her.
Behind the scenes, she organized on behalf of the major civil rights organizations of her day—the National
Association for the Advancement of Colored People (NAACP), the Southern Christian Leadership Council
(SCLC), and the Student Nonviolent Coordinating Committee (SNCC)—among many other activist groups.
As she once told an interviewer, “[Y]ou didn’t see me on television, you didn’t see news stories about me.
The kind of role that I tried to play was to pick up pieces or put pieces together out of which I hoped
organization might come. My theory is, strong people don’t need strong leaders.”

Rejecting charismatic leadership as a means of social change, Baker invented a form of grassroots
community organizing for social justice that had a profound impact on the struggle for civil rights and
continues to inspire agents of change on behalf of a wide variety of social issues.
In this book, historian J. Todd Moye masterfully reconstructs Baker’s life and contribution for a new
generation of readers. Those who despair that the civil rights story is told too often from the top down and at
the dearth of accessible works on women who helped shape the movement will welcome this new addition to
the Library of African American Biography series, designed to provide concise, readable, and up-to-date
lives of leading black figures in American history.
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From reader reviews:

Jesse Williams:

As people who live in often the modest era should be change about what going on or facts even knowledge
to make these keep up with the era that is always change and move forward. Some of you maybe will
certainly update themselves by reading books. It is a good choice for you but the problems coming to a
person is you don't know which one you should start with. This Ella Baker: Community Organizer of the
Civil Rights Movement (Library of African American Biography) is our recommendation so you keep up
with the world. Why, since this book serves what you want and need in this era.

Kevin Ortiz:

This Ella Baker: Community Organizer of the Civil Rights Movement (Library of African American
Biography) usually are reliable for you who want to become a successful person, why. The explanation of
this Ella Baker: Community Organizer of the Civil Rights Movement (Library of African American
Biography) can be among the great books you must have is giving you more than just simple reading food
but feed you with information that perhaps will shock your earlier knowledge. This book is actually handy,
you can bring it just about everywhere and whenever your conditions both in e-book and printed people.
Beside that this Ella Baker: Community Organizer of the Civil Rights Movement (Library of African
American Biography) forcing you to have an enormous of experience for example rich vocabulary, giving
you test of critical thinking that we all know it useful in your day action. So , let's have it and luxuriate in
reading.

Marianne Haglund:

Spent a free time for you to be fun activity to do! A lot of people spent their spare time with their family, or
all their friends. Usually they undertaking activity like watching television, likely to beach, or picnic inside
the park. They actually doing same thing every week. Do you feel it? Would you like to something different
to fill your personal free time/ holiday? Might be reading a book could be option to fill your free of charge
time/ holiday. The first thing that you'll ask may be what kinds of e-book that you should read. If you want to
attempt look for book, may be the e-book untitled Ella Baker: Community Organizer of the Civil Rights
Movement (Library of African American Biography) can be great book to read. May be it is usually best
activity to you.

Kara Navarrete:

Playing with family in a very park, coming to see the marine world or hanging out with buddies is thing that
usually you might have done when you have spare time, in that case why you don't try point that really
opposite from that. Just one activity that make you not experiencing tired but still relaxing, trilling like on
roller coaster you have been ride on and with addition of knowledge. Even you love Ella Baker: Community
Organizer of the Civil Rights Movement (Library of African American Biography), you may enjoy both. It is



fine combination right, you still desire to miss it? What kind of hangout type is it? Oh seriously its mind
hangout guys. What? Still don't understand it, oh come on its referred to as reading friends.
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