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In the
mid-nineteenth-century United States, as it became increasingly difficult to
distinguish between bodies understood as black, white, or Indian; able-bodied
or disabled; and male or female, intense efforts emerged to define these
identities as biologically distinct and scientifically verifiable in a
literally marked body. Combining literary analysis, legal history, and visual
culture, Ellen Samuels traces the evolution of the “fantasy of
identification”—the powerful belief that embodied social identities are fixed,
verifiable, and visible through modern science. From birthmarks and
fingerprints to blood quantum and DNA, she examines how this fantasy has
circulated between cultural representations, law, science, and policy to become
one of the most powerfully institutionalized ideologies of modern society.

Yet, as Samuels demonstrates, in every case, the fantasy
distorts its claimed scientific basis, substituting subjective language for
claimed objective fact. From
its early emergence in discourses about disability fakery and fugitive slaves
in the nineteenth century to its most recent manifestation in the question of
sex testing at the 2012 Olympic Games, Fantasies of Identification explores
the roots of modern understandings of bodily identity.
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From reader reviews:

David Cain:

The e-book with title Fantasies of Identification: Disability, Gender, Race (Cultural Front) includes a lot of
information that you can understand it. You can get a lot of benefit after read this book. That book exist new
expertise the information that exist in this e-book represented the condition of the world today. That is
important to yo7u to find out how the improvement of the world. That book will bring you in new era of the
glowbal growth. You can read the e-book on your smart phone, so you can read the idea anywhere you want.

Rufus George:

Typically the book Fantasies of Identification: Disability, Gender, Race (Cultural Front) has a lot associated
with on it. So when you read this book you can get a lot of benefit. The book was written by the very famous
author. This articles author makes some research before write this book. This specific book very easy to read
you may get the point easily after perusing this book.

Leslie Jasso:

The book untitled Fantasies of Identification: Disability, Gender, Race (Cultural Front) contain a lot of
information on that. The writer explains your girlfriend idea with easy method. The language is very clear
and understandable all the people, so do definitely not worry, you can easy to read the item. The book was
compiled by famous author. The author will bring you in the new period of literary works. You can easily
read this book because you can please read on your smart phone, or device, so you can read the book within
anywhere and anytime. In a situation you wish to purchase the e-book, you can open up their official web-
site and also order it. Have a nice go through.

Curtis Graham:

That book can make you to feel relax. This book Fantasies of Identification: Disability, Gender, Race
(Cultural Front) was colourful and of course has pictures around. As we know that book Fantasies of
Identification: Disability, Gender, Race (Cultural Front) has many kinds or category. Start from kids until
teenagers. For example Naruto or Investigator Conan you can read and believe that you are the character on
there. Therefore , not at all of book are make you bored, any it can make you feel happy, fun and loosen up.
Try to choose the best book to suit your needs and try to like reading this.
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