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Distinguished playwright David Edgar examines the mechanisms and techniques which dramatists
throughout the ages have employed to structure their plays and to express their meaning.

Written for playwrights and playgoers alike, Edgar’s analysis starts with the building blocks of whole plays –
plot, character creation, genre and structure – and moves on to scenes and devices. He shows how plays
share a common architecture without which the uniqueness of their authors’ vision would be invisible.

What does King Lear have in common with Cinderella? What does Jaws owe to Ibsen? From Aeschylus to
Alan Ayckbourn, from Chekhov to Caryl Churchill, are there common principles by which all plays work?

How Plays Work is a masterclass for playwrights and playmakers and a fascinating guide to the anatomy of
drama.

'Lucid, deeply intelligent... combines theatrical acumen with the assured know-how of a working dramatist'
Terry Eagleton, Times Literary Supplement

'Fascinating... Read It. You will learn a lot.' The Stage
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From reader reviews:

Catherine Crider:

Inside other case, little folks like to read book How Plays Work (Nick Hern Books). You can choose the best
book if you'd prefer reading a book. So long as we know about how is important some sort of book How
Plays Work (Nick Hern Books). You can add know-how and of course you can around the world by a book.
Absolutely right, mainly because from book you can know everything! From your country till foreign or
abroad you may be known. About simple factor until wonderful thing it is possible to know that. In this era,
we can open a book or even searching by internet system. It is called e-book. You can use it when you feel
uninterested to go to the library. Let's study.

Amy Davis:

Hey guys, do you wants to finds a new book to learn? May be the book with the name How Plays Work
(Nick Hern Books) suitable to you? The actual book was written by popular writer in this era. The particular
book untitled How Plays Work (Nick Hern Books)is a single of several books which everyone read now.
This kind of book was inspired a number of people in the world. When you read this reserve you will enter
the new shape that you ever know just before. The author explained their idea in the simple way, thus all of
people can easily to know the core of this reserve. This book will give you a great deal of information about
this world now. So that you can see the represented of the world in this particular book.

Evelyn Roberts:

The reserve with title How Plays Work (Nick Hern Books) contains a lot of information that you can learn it.
You can get a lot of advantage after read this book. This specific book exist new understanding the
information that exist in this e-book represented the condition of the world currently. That is important to
yo7u to learn how the improvement of the world. This kind of book will bring you throughout new era of the
the positive effect. You can read the e-book on the smart phone, so you can read the item anywhere you
want.

Bernie Watts:

The actual book How Plays Work (Nick Hern Books) has a lot associated with on it. So when you make sure
to read this book you can get a lot of benefit. The book was written by the very famous author. The author
makes some research just before write this book. This kind of book very easy to read you can get the point
easily after reading this article book.
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