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This volume documents the significant changes that have occurred in Japanese schools since the collapse of
that nation’s economic bubble. Before the recession, Japan was the country that most educational reformers
sought to emulate due to its students’ performance on standardized tests. Now, however, a different and more
complicated picture of the Japanese education system emerges. This book places Japanese education in a
global context, with particular attention given to how their education system is responding to changing
expectations and pressures that emerge from rapid social change. Chapters written by respected scholars
examine issues related to equality, academic achievement, privatization, population diversity, societal
expectations, and the influence of the media, parents, and political movements. The research in this book will
provide valuable lessons for policymakers and practitioners facing similar challenges.

Contributors: Motoko Akiba, Christopher J. Frey, Rebecca Erwin Fukuzawa, June A. Gordon, Akiko
Hayashi, Diane M. Hoffman, Victor Kobayashi, Yeon-Jin Lee, Kaori H. Okano, Hyunjoon Park,
Tomoaki Nomi, James Shields, Kazuhiko Shimizu, Joseph Tobin, Ryoko Tsuneyoshi

Gary DeCoker is professor of Japanese Studies at Earlham College, professor of education emeritus at Ohio
Wesleyan University, and editor of National Standards and School Reform in Japan and the United
States. Christopher Bjork is associate professor and chair of the Education Department at Vassar College.

“In the face of the challenging paradoxes and contradictions of education in Japan and around the world, it is
more important than ever that we seek better ways to understand each other and our educational systems and
societies as a foundation to improve our respective lives and the world we live in.”
—From the Foreword by James J. Shields, professor emeritus and founder of The Japan Initiative, The City
College, City University of New York

“The understanding of the limits of schools as never-ending investments in the wealth of a nation situated on
a fragile planet—an island in the solar system—could lead to a greater appreciation of the value of education
in conserving and advancing the best of world traditions.”
—From the Afterword by Victor Kobayashi, professor emeritus, University of Hawaii
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From reader reviews:

Jack Lumpkin:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important action, like
looking for your favorite reserve and reading a e-book. Beside you can solve your long lasting problem; you
can add your knowledge by the e-book entitled Japanese Education in an Era of Globalization: Culture,
Politics, and Equity. Try to face the book Japanese Education in an Era of Globalization: Culture, Politics,
and Equity as your buddy. It means that it can to get your friend when you experience alone and beside
regarding course make you smarter than in the past. Yeah, it is very fortuned in your case. The book makes
you far more confidence because you can know every little thing by the book. So , we need to make new
experience and also knowledge with this book.

Amber Payne:

Throughout other case, little persons like to read book Japanese Education in an Era of Globalization:
Culture, Politics, and Equity. You can choose the best book if you want reading a book. Providing we know
about how is important a book Japanese Education in an Era of Globalization: Culture, Politics, and Equity.
You can add knowledge and of course you can around the world by way of a book. Absolutely right, due to
the fact from book you can learn everything! From your country until eventually foreign or abroad you will
find yourself known. About simple matter until wonderful thing it is possible to know that. In this era, we
could open a book or perhaps searching by internet device. It is called e-book. You can use it when you feel
fed up to go to the library. Let's learn.

Marie Walsh:

What do you about book? It is not important with you? Or just adding material when you need something to
explain what the ones you have problem? How about your free time? Or are you busy man? If you don't have
spare time to perform others business, it is give you a sense of feeling bored faster. And you have time?
What did you do? Every individual has many questions above. They should answer that question due to the
fact just their can do that. It said that about reserve. Book is familiar in each person. Yes, it is suitable.
Because start from on kindergarten until university need that Japanese Education in an Era of Globalization:
Culture, Politics, and Equity to read.

Raymond Brown:

People live in this new morning of lifestyle always try to and must have the time or they will get lot of stress
from both way of life and work. So , whenever we ask do people have extra time, we will say absolutely
without a doubt. People is human not a robot. Then we request again, what kind of activity are there when
the spare time coming to a person of course your answer will certainly unlimited right. Then do you try this
one, reading textbooks. It can be your alternative in spending your spare time, typically the book you have
read is definitely Japanese Education in an Era of Globalization: Culture, Politics, and Equity.
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