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Celebrated nineteenth-century photographer -- and writer, actor, caricaturist, inventor, and balloonist -- Félix
Nadar published this memoir of his photographic life in 1900 at the age of eighty. Composed as a series of
vignettes (we might view them as a series of "written photographs"), this intelligent and witty book offers
stories of Nadar's experiences in the early years of photography, memorable character sketches, and
meditations on history. It is a classic work, cited by writers from Walter Benjamin to Rosalind Krauss. This
is its first and only complete English translation.In When I Was a Photographer (Quand j'étais photographe),
Nadar tells us about his descent into the sewers and catacombs of Paris, where he experimented with the use
of artificial lighting, and his ascent into the skies over Paris in a hot air balloon, from which he took the first
aerial photographs. He recounts his "postal photography" during the 1870-1871 Siege of Paris -- an amazing
scheme involving micrographic images and carrier pigeons. He describes technical innovations and
important figures in photography, and offers a thoughtful consideration of society and culture; but he also
writes entertainingly about such matters as Balzac's terror of being photographed, the impact of a photograph
on a celebrated murder case, and the difference between male and female clients. Nadar's memoir captures,
as surely as his photographs, traces of a vanished era.
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From reader reviews:

James Ponce:

This When I Was a Photographer (MIT Press) is great reserve for you because the content that is full of
information for you who all always deal with world and possess to make decision every minute. This
particular book reveal it facts accurately using great manage word or we can declare no rambling sentences
in it. So if you are read the idea hurriedly you can have whole information in it. Doesn't mean it only gives
you straight forward sentences but tricky core information with beautiful delivering sentences. Having When
I Was a Photographer (MIT Press) in your hand like getting the world in your arm, information in it is not
ridiculous a single. We can say that no e-book that offer you world within ten or fifteen small right but this
guide already do that. So , this is good reading book. Hey there Mr. and Mrs. busy do you still doubt that?

Debra Davis:

Reading a book being new life style in this calendar year; every people loves to learn a book. When you
examine a book you can get a large amount of benefit. When you read publications, you can improve your
knowledge, mainly because book has a lot of information into it. The information that you will get depend on
what kinds of book that you have read. If you wish to get information about your analysis, you can read
education books, but if you act like you want to entertain yourself you can read a fiction books, such us
novel, comics, and also soon. The When I Was a Photographer (MIT Press) provide you with a new
experience in reading through a book.

Robert Shaw:

You could spend your free time you just read this book this publication. This When I Was a Photographer
(MIT Press) is simple bringing you can read it in the park, in the beach, train along with soon. If you did not
include much space to bring the actual printed book, you can buy the actual e-book. It is make you better to
read it. You can save the particular book in your smart phone. So there are a lot of benefits that you will get
when one buys this book.

Nicole Montes:

Do you like reading a publication? Confuse to looking for your best book? Or your book has been rare? Why
so many problem for the book? But any people feel that they enjoy regarding reading. Some people likes
looking at, not only science book but novel and When I Was a Photographer (MIT Press) or perhaps others
sources were given expertise for you. After you know how the truly great a book, you feel wish to read more
and more. Science publication was created for teacher or maybe students especially. Those guides are
helping them to increase their knowledge. In different case, beside science guide, any other book likes When
I Was a Photographer (MIT Press) to make your spare time considerably more colorful. Many types of book
like this one.
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