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A riveting account of the watershed moment in America’s dealings with China that forever altered the course
of East-West relations

As 1945 opened, America was on surprisingly congenial terms with China’s Communist rebels—their
soldiers treated their American counterparts as heroes, rescuing airmen shot down over enemy territory.
Chinese leaders talked of a future in which American money and technology would help lift China out of
poverty. Mao Zedong himself held friendly meetings with U.S. emissaries, vowing to them his intention of
establishing an American-style democracy in China.

By year’s end, however, cordiality had been replaced by chilly hostility and distrust. Chinese Communist
soldiers were setting ambushes for American marines in north China; Communist newspapers were
portraying the United States as an implacable imperialist enemy; civil war in China was erupting. The pattern
was set for a quarter century of almost total Sino-American mistrust, with the devastating wars in Korea and
Vietnam among the consequences.

Richard Bernstein here tells the incredible story of that year’s sea change, brilliantly analyzing its many
components, from ferocious infighting among U.S. diplomats, military leaders, and opinion makers to the
complex relations between Mao and his patron, Stalin.

On the American side, we meet experienced “China hands” John Paton Davies and John Stewart Service,
whose efforts at negotiation made them prey to accusations of Communist sympathy; FDR’s special
ambassador Patrick J. Hurley, a decorated general and self-proclaimed cowboy; and Time journalist, Henry
Luce, whose editorials helped turn the tide of American public opinion. On the Chinese side, Bernstein
reveals the ascendant Mao and his intractable counterpart, Nationalist leader Chiang Kai-shek; and the
indispensable Zhou Enlai.
           
A tour de force of narrative history, China 1945 examines the first episode in which American power and
good intentions came face-to-face with a powerful Asian revolutionary movement, and challenges familiar
assumptions about the origins of modern Sino-American relations. 

From the Hardcover edition.
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From reader reviews:

Mary Edick:

In this 21st century, people become competitive in every way. By being competitive today, people have do
something to make these survives, being in the middle of the actual crowded place and notice by
surrounding. One thing that oftentimes many people have underestimated that for a while is reading. Yeah,
by reading a book your ability to survive improve then having chance to stand up than other is high. In your
case who want to start reading a new book, we give you this kind of China 1945: Mao's Revolution and
America's Fateful Choice book as nice and daily reading publication. Why, because this book is usually more
than just a book.

Cory Kyle:

Now a day people who Living in the era everywhere everything reachable by connect with the internet and
the resources included can be true or not need people to be aware of each information they get. How
individuals to be smart in getting any information nowadays? Of course the correct answer is reading a book.
Looking at a book can help persons out of this uncertainty Information specifically this China 1945: Mao's
Revolution and America's Fateful Choice book because book offers you rich info and knowledge. Of course
the details in this book hundred percent guarantees there is no doubt in it as you know.

Rosa Reid:

Information is provisions for folks to get better life, information today can get by anyone on everywhere. The
information can be a know-how or any news even a huge concern. What people must be consider when those
information which is from the former life are challenging to be find than now's taking seriously which one is
acceptable to believe or which one typically the resource are convinced. If you find the unstable resource
then you get it as your main information there will be huge disadvantage for you. All of those possibilities
will not happen with you if you take China 1945: Mao's Revolution and America's Fateful Choice as your
daily resource information.

Joseph Griego:

In this period of time globalization it is important to someone to get information. The information will make
professionals understand the condition of the world. The fitness of the world makes the information quicker
to share. You can find a lot of recommendations to get information example: internet, paper, book, and soon.
You will observe that now, a lot of publisher that print many kinds of book. Often the book that
recommended for you is China 1945: Mao's Revolution and America's Fateful Choice this book consist a lot
of the information with the condition of this world now. This kind of book was represented how can the
world has grown up. The language styles that writer require to explain it is easy to understand. The actual
writer made some study when he makes this book. This is why this book acceptable all of you.
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