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Le colonel de Montriveau est épris de la duchesse Antoinette de Langeais, une coquette qui se refuse à lui et
qui disparaît. Aidé par les puissants Treize, sorte de franc-maçonnerie aux pouvoirs occultes comme Balzac
aime à mettre en scène, il la poursuit jusqu’à un monastère espagnol où elle s’est réfugiée sous le nom de
sœur Thérèse. Là, elle accepte de le recevoir en présence de la mère supérieure à qui elle fait croire que cet
homme est son frère. Mais, au dernier moment, elle avoue sa faute en même temps que son amour longtemps
caché pour Montriveau. Ce début amène un long retour en arrière, à l’époque où la duchesse menait le
monde par le bout du nez, faisant ménage à part avec son mari et méprisant ses soupirants. L’esprit des
Treize imprègne le roman, en particulier la scène de violence où l’on voit Montriveau, conseillé par
Ronquerolle, menacer la duchesse de la marquer au front avec une croix de Lorraine rougie au feu.

Dédié à Franz Liszt, ce portrait d’une coquette représentative des nobles familles du faubourg Saint-
Germain, qui tiennent leur fortune de leurs terres et qui vivent dans le mythe d’une naissance supérieure, fut
inspiré à Balzac par la Duchesse de Castries avec laquelle il eut une aventure orageuse, et qui l'humilia en se
refusant à lui. Balzac en conçut d'abord une violente rancœur, puis les relations devinrent plus cordiales
après la parution de La Duchesse de Langeais, même si la duchesse de Castries y est peinte dans un portrait
assez peu flatteur.

En indiquant que l'ouvrage a été terminé à Genève le 26 janvier 1834, Balzac voulait aussi envoyer un signe
à Ewelina Ha?ska à qui il avait beaucoup parlé de cet ouvrage durant ce mois de janvier passé non loin d'elle.
L'histoire, qui montre comment l'écrivain s'est vengé des froideurs de la duchesse, aurait servi de mise en
garde contre un éventuel refus amoureux de sa part — une crainte heureusement dissipée ce jour-là.
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From reader reviews:

Lillie Levine:

In this 21st millennium, people become competitive in each and every way. By being competitive today,
people have do something to make these people survives, being in the middle of the crowded place and
notice by simply surrounding. One thing that occasionally many people have underestimated this for a while
is reading. Yeah, by reading a publication your ability to survive increase then having chance to endure than
other is high. For yourself who want to start reading some sort of book, we give you this particular La
Duchesse De Langeais (French Edition) book as basic and daily reading reserve. Why, because this book is
greater than just a book.

Dawn Spigner:

In this era globalization it is important to someone to receive information. The information will make a
professional understand the condition of the world. The healthiness of the world makes the information
simpler to share. You can find a lot of recommendations to get information example: internet, magazine,
book, and soon. You will see that now, a lot of publisher which print many kinds of book. Often the book
that recommended to your account is La Duchesse De Langeais (French Edition) this book consist a lot of
the information with the condition of this world now. That book was represented how does the world has
grown up. The vocabulary styles that writer require to explain it is easy to understand. Often the writer made
some investigation when he makes this book. This is why this book acceptable all of you.

Carlos Vickers:

With this era which is the greater man or who has ability in doing something more are more valuable than
other. Do you want to become considered one of it? It is just simple method to have that. What you must do
is just spending your time little but quite enough to enjoy a look at some books. One of several books in the
top collection in your reading list is La Duchesse De Langeais (French Edition). This book and that is
qualified as The Hungry Slopes can get you closer in growing to be precious person. By looking right up and
review this publication you can get many advantages.

John Newton:

A lot of people said that they feel bored stiff when they reading a book. They are directly felt this when they
get a half regions of the book. You can choose often the book La Duchesse De Langeais (French Edition) to
make your own personal reading is interesting. Your skill of reading skill is developing when you just like
reading. Try to choose basic book to make you enjoy you just read it and mingle the impression about book
and looking at especially. It is to be very first opinion for you to like to start a book and study it. Beside that
the reserve La Duchesse De Langeais (French Edition) can to be your brand-new friend when you're sense
alone and confuse using what must you're doing of that time.
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