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The preeminent Afghan poet of the twentieth century, Sayd Bahodine Majrouh, has here collected the songs
of anonymous Pashtun women from the time of the Soviet occupation of Afghanistan.

These landays consist of two-line verses of nine and thirteen syllables. Their brevity and rhythm are meant to
catch the ear. Village women improvise landays as they gather water from springs and when they dance and
sing at weddings, with the most resonant of them claimed by their collective memory.

As part of an oral tradition, these poems avoid the complex, mystical, and abstract forms of their cultural
canon. There is no aspiration whatsoever toward an unfathomable and incommunicable heaven, nor devotion
to the lord, nor praise for an absolute master, nor any Adonis. To the contrary these poems are songs of the
earth.

Here the active voice of the Afghan woman affirms simple pleasures and bemoans widespread suffering. The
poems celebrate nature, mountains, rivers, dawn, and night's magnetic space. They are songs of war and
honor, shame and love, death and beauty.
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From reader reviews:

Dora Vazquez:

The book Songs of Love and War: Afghan Women's Poetry can give more knowledge and also the precise
product information about everything you want. Exactly why must we leave the best thing like a book Songs
of Love and War: Afghan Women's Poetry? A number of you have a different opinion about book. But one
aim this book can give many details for us. It is absolutely correct. Right now, try to closer with your book.
Knowledge or information that you take for that, you could give for each other; you are able to share all of
these. Book Songs of Love and War: Afghan Women's Poetry has simple shape however you know: it has
great and large function for you. You can appearance the enormous world by open and read a book. So it is
very wonderful.

Mark Thomas:

This Songs of Love and War: Afghan Women's Poetry usually are reliable for you who want to be
considered a successful person, why. The reason of this Songs of Love and War: Afghan Women's Poetry
can be one of the great books you must have is definitely giving you more than just simple examining food
but feed you with information that might be will shock your prior knowledge. This book is actually handy,
you can bring it just about everywhere and whenever your conditions both in e-book and printed versions.
Beside that this Songs of Love and War: Afghan Women's Poetry giving you an enormous of experience for
example rich vocabulary, giving you trial run of critical thinking that could it useful in your day exercise. So
, let's have it appreciate reading.

Billy Taylor:

People live in this new day of lifestyle always aim to and must have the extra time or they will get large
amount of stress from both way of life and work. So , whenever we ask do people have free time, we will say
absolutely yes. People is human not a robot. Then we ask again, what kind of activity do you have when the
spare time coming to anyone of course your answer will probably unlimited right. Then ever try this one,
reading publications. It can be your alternative inside spending your spare time, the actual book you have
read is definitely Songs of Love and War: Afghan Women's Poetry.

Norma Wilson:

Does one one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt while you are in the book store? Aim to
pick one book that you just dont know the inside because don't assess book by its include may doesn't work
here is difficult job because you are afraid that the inside maybe not since fantastic as in the outside look
likes. Maybe you answer may be Songs of Love and War: Afghan Women's Poetry why because the
excellent cover that make you consider in regards to the content will not disappoint you. The inside or
content will be fantastic as the outside as well as cover. Your reading sixth sense will directly guide you to
pick up this book.
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