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Gilded Age cities offered extraordinary opportunities to women--but at a price. As clerks, factory hands, and
professionals flocked downtown to earn a living, they alarmed social critics and city fathers, who warned
that self-supporting women were just steps away from becoming prostitutes. With in-depth research possible
only in a mid-sized city, Sharon E. Wood focuses on Davenport, Iowa, to explore the lives of working
women and the prostitutes who shared their neighborhoods.

The single, self-supporting women who migrated to Davenport in the years following the Civil War saw paid
labor as the foundation of citizenship. They took up the tools of public and political life to assert the
respectability of paid employment and to confront the demon of prostitution. Wood offers cradle-to-grave
portraits of individual girls and women--both prostitutes and "respectable" white workers--seeking to reshape
their city and expand women's opportunities. As Wood demonstrates, however, their efforts to rewrite the
sexual politics of the streets met powerful resistance at every turn from men defending their political rights
and sexual power.
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From reader reviews:

Steven Campbell:

The book The Freedom of the Streets: Work, Citizenship, and Sexuality in a Gilded Age City (Gender and
American Culture) can give more knowledge and also the precise product information about everything you
want. So just why must we leave the good thing like a book The Freedom of the Streets: Work, Citizenship,
and Sexuality in a Gilded Age City (Gender and American Culture)? A number of you have a different
opinion about reserve. But one aim that will book can give many data for us. It is absolutely right. Right
now, try to closer with your book. Knowledge or info that you take for that, you could give for each other;
you are able to share all of these. Book The Freedom of the Streets: Work, Citizenship, and Sexuality in a
Gilded Age City (Gender and American Culture) has simple shape nevertheless, you know: it has great and
big function for you. You can appear the enormous world by start and read a guide. So it is very wonderful.

Rosemary Taylor:

This The Freedom of the Streets: Work, Citizenship, and Sexuality in a Gilded Age City (Gender and
American Culture) are reliable for you who want to certainly be a successful person, why. The explanation of
this The Freedom of the Streets: Work, Citizenship, and Sexuality in a Gilded Age City (Gender and
American Culture) can be among the great books you must have is definitely giving you more than just
simple studying food but feed anyone with information that probably will shock your preceding knowledge.
This book will be handy, you can bring it just about everywhere and whenever your conditions in e-book and
printed ones. Beside that this The Freedom of the Streets: Work, Citizenship, and Sexuality in a Gilded Age
City (Gender and American Culture) giving you an enormous of experience like rich vocabulary, giving you
tryout of critical thinking that we know it useful in your day pastime. So , let's have it and enjoy reading.

Jeremy Gable:

The e-book untitled The Freedom of the Streets: Work, Citizenship, and Sexuality in a Gilded Age City
(Gender and American Culture) is the publication that recommended to you you just read. You can see the
quality of the publication content that will be shown to an individual. The language that creator use to
explained their ideas are easily to understand. The writer was did a lot of analysis when write the book,
hence the information that they share to your account is absolutely accurate. You also can get the e-book of
The Freedom of the Streets: Work, Citizenship, and Sexuality in a Gilded Age City (Gender and American
Culture) from the publisher to make you a lot more enjoy free time.

Robert Alcock:

A lot of people always spent their particular free time to vacation or go to the outside with them household or
their friend. Are you aware? Many a lot of people spent they free time just watching TV, or playing video
games all day long. If you wish to try to find a new activity that's look different you can read some sort of
book. It is really fun for you personally. If you enjoy the book that you just read you can spent all day every



day to reading a publication. The book The Freedom of the Streets: Work, Citizenship, and Sexuality in a
Gilded Age City (Gender and American Culture) it is quite good to read. There are a lot of people that
recommended this book. These were enjoying reading this book. If you did not have enough space to deliver
this book you can buy the particular e-book. You can m0ore simply to read this book from your smart phone.
The price is not too costly but this book features high quality.
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