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This volume represents the high-water mark of the thought of Eliphas Levi. It may be regarded as written by
him as his Thesis for the Grade of Exempt Adept, just as his "Ritual and Dogma" was his Thesis for the
grade of a Major Adept. He is, in fact, no longer talking of things as if their sense was fixed and universal.
He is beginning to see something of the contradiction inherent in the nature of things, or at any rate, he
constantly illustrates the fact that the planes are to be kept separate for practical purposes, although in the
final analysis they turn out to be one. This, and the extraordinarily subtle and delicate irony of which Eliphas
Levi is one of the greatest masters that has ever lived, have baffled the pedantry and stupidity of such
commentators as Waite. English has hardly a word to express the mental condition of such unfortunates.
"Dummheit," in its strongest German sense, is about the nearest thing to it. It is as if a geographer should
criticize "Gulliver's Travels" from his own particular standpoint. When Levi says that all that he asserts as an
initiate is subordinate to his humble submissiveness as a Christian, and then not only remarks that the Bible,
but treats the Incarnation as an allegory, it is evident that a good deal of submission will be required. In the
Pope we have such an authority ready made, and it is the gravest tactical blunder to endeavour to set up an
authority opposed to him. Success in doing so means war, and failure anarchy. This, however, did not
prevent Levi from ceremonially casting a papal crown to the ground and crying "Death to tyranny and
superstition!" in the bosom of a certain secret Areopagus of which he was the most famous member. When a
man becomes a magician he looks about him for a magical weapon; and, being probably endowed with that
human frailty called laziness, he hopes to find a weapon ready made. It is necessary for the reader to gain
this clear conception of Levi's inmost mind, if he is to reconcile the "contradictions" which leave Waite
petulant and bewildered. It is the sad privilege of the higher order of mind to be able to see both sides of
every question, and to appreciate the fact that both are equally tenable. Such contradictions can, of course,
only be reconciled on a higher plane, and this method of harmonizing contradictions is, therefore, the best
key to the higher planes. It seems unnecessary to add anything to these few remarks. This is the only
difficulty in the whole book, though in one or two passages Levi's extraordinarily keen sense of humour
leads him to indulge in a little harmless bombast. We may instance his remarks on the "Grimoire" of
Honorius. We have said that this is the masterpiece of Levi. He reaches an exaltation of both thought and
language which is equal to that of any other writer known to us. Once it is understood that it is purely a thesis
for the Grade of Exempt Adept, the reader should have no further difficulty.
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From reader reviews:

Iris Robertson:

The feeling that you get from The Key of the Mysteries is the more deep you digging the information that
hide in the words the more you get thinking about reading it. It does not mean that this book is hard to
recognise but The Key of the Mysteries giving you thrill feeling of reading. The article writer conveys their
point in a number of way that can be understood by means of anyone who read this because the author of this
publication is well-known enough. That book also makes your own vocabulary increase well. So it is easy to
understand then can go together with you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We advise you for
having this particular The Key of the Mysteries instantly.

Stanley Wells:

Spent a free time and energy to be fun activity to do! A lot of people spent their sparetime with their family,
or their own friends. Usually they carrying out activity like watching television, likely to beach, or picnic
within the park. They actually doing same task every week. Do you feel it? Do you want to something
different to fill your personal free time/ holiday? Could possibly be reading a book can be option to fill your
free of charge time/ holiday. The first thing that you ask may be what kinds of guide that you should read. If
you want to try look for book, may be the e-book untitled The Key of the Mysteries can be very good book
to read. May be it could be best activity to you.

Marie Nitta:

Many people spending their period by playing outside using friends, fun activity using family or just
watching TV all day every day. You can have new activity to invest your whole day by looking at a book.
Ugh, do you consider reading a book really can hard because you have to accept the book everywhere? It ok
you can have the e-book, having everywhere you want in your Smart phone. Like The Key of the Mysteries
which is keeping the e-book version. So , try out this book? Let's view.

John Bennett:

As a student exactly feel bored to reading. If their teacher questioned them to go to the library in order to
make summary for some e-book, they are complained. Just tiny students that has reading's internal or real
their pastime. They just do what the professor want, like asked to go to the library. They go to presently there
but nothing reading significantly. Any students feel that examining is not important, boring along with can't
see colorful photographs on there. Yeah, it is to get complicated. Book is very important in your case. As we
know that on this time, many ways to get whatever you want. Likewise word says, many ways to reach
Chinese's country. So , this The Key of the Mysteries can make you experience more interested to read.
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