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A BRILLIANTLY WRITTEN ACCOUNT OF THE NBA’S GLORY DAYS, AND THE RIVALRY THAT
DOMINATED THE ERA

In the mid-1950s, the NBA was a mere barnstorming circuit, with outposts in such cities as Rochester, New
York, and Fort Wayne, Indiana. Most of the best players were white; the set shot and layup were the sport’s
chief offensive weapons. But by the 1970s, the league ruled America’s biggest media markets; contests
attracted capacity crowds and national prime-time television audiences. The game was played “above the
rim”–and the most marketable of its high-flying stars were black. The credit for this remarkable
transformation largely goes to two giants: Bill Russell and Wilt Chamberlain.

In The Rivalry, award-winning journalist John Taylor projects the stories of Russell, Chamberlain, and other
stars from the NBA’s golden age onto a backdrop of racial tensions and cultural change. Taylor’s electrifying
account of two complex men–as well as of a game and a country at a crossroads–is an epic narrative of
sports in America during the 1960s.

It’s hard to imagine two characters better suited to leading roles in the NBA saga: Chamberlain was cast as
the athletically gifted yet mercurial titan, while Russell played the role of the stalwart centerpiece of the
Boston Celtics dynasty. Taylor delves beneath these stereotypes, detailing how the two opposed and
complemented each other and how they revolutionized the way the game was played and perceived by fans.

Competing with and against such heroes as Jerry West, Tom Heinsohn, Bob Cousy, John Havlicek, and
Elgin Baylor, and playing for the two greatest coaches of the era, Alex Hannum and the fiery Red Auerbach,
Chamberlain and Russell propelled the NBA into the spotlight. But their off-court visibility and success–to
say nothing of their candor–also inflamed passions along America’s racial and generational fault lines. In
many ways, Russell and Chamberlain helped make the NBA and, to some extent, America what they are
today.

Filled with dramatic conflicts and some of the great moments in sports history, and building to a thrilling
climax–the 1969 final series, the last showdown between Russell and Chamberlain–The Rivalry has at its
core a philosophical question: Can determination and a team ethos, embodied by the ultimate team player,
Bill Russell, trump sheer talent, embodied by Wilt Chamberlain?

Gripping, insightful, and utterly compelling, the story of Bill Russell and Wilt Chamberlain is the stuff of
sporting legend. Written with a reporter’s unerring command of events and a storyteller’s flair, The Rivalry
will take its place as one of the classic works of sports history.

From the Hardcover edition.
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From reader reviews:

Gary Cornejo:

Do you have favorite book? When you have, what is your favorite's book? Publication is very important
thing for us to be aware of everything in the world. Each guide has different aim as well as goal; it means
that e-book has different type. Some people sense enjoy to spend their time and energy to read a book. They
can be reading whatever they take because their hobby is reading a book. Consider the person who don't like
examining a book? Sometime, particular person feel need book when they found difficult problem or maybe
exercise. Well, probably you will want this The Rivalry: Bill Russell, Wilt Chamberlain, and the Golden Age
of Basketball.

Denise Barnhart:

Book is to be different per grade. Book for children until finally adult are different content. We all know that
that book is very important normally. The book The Rivalry: Bill Russell, Wilt Chamberlain, and the Golden
Age of Basketball seemed to be making you to know about other know-how and of course you can take more
information. It is quite advantages for you. The guide The Rivalry: Bill Russell, Wilt Chamberlain, and the
Golden Age of Basketball is not only giving you more new information but also to become your friend when
you experience bored. You can spend your current spend time to read your guide. Try to make relationship
with all the book The Rivalry: Bill Russell, Wilt Chamberlain, and the Golden Age of Basketball. You never
feel lose out for everything when you read some books.

Judith Smith:

Nowadays reading books be than want or need but also work as a life style. This reading routine give you lot
of advantages. The benefits you got of course the knowledge the rest of the information inside the book this
improve your knowledge and information. The details you get based on what kind of book you read, if you
want get more knowledge just go with knowledge books but if you want experience happy read one having
theme for entertaining for instance comic or novel. The The Rivalry: Bill Russell, Wilt Chamberlain, and the
Golden Age of Basketball is kind of reserve which is giving the reader erratic experience.

James Fulk:

Information is provisions for people to get better life, information nowadays can get by anyone with
everywhere. The information can be a expertise or any news even restricted. What people must be consider if
those information which is inside the former life are challenging to be find than now's taking seriously which
one is appropriate to believe or which one typically the resource are convinced. If you have the unstable
resource then you get it as your main information it will have huge disadvantage for you. All those
possibilities will not happen in you if you take The Rivalry: Bill Russell, Wilt Chamberlain, and the Golden
Age of Basketball as your daily resource information.
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