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Can philanthropy alleviate inequality? Do antipoverty programs work on the ground? In this eye-opening
analysis, Erica Kohl-Arenas bores deeply into how these issues play out in California’s Central Valley,
which is one of the wealthiest agricultural production regions in the world and also home to the poorest
people in the United States.

Through the lens of a provocative set of case studies, The Self-Help Myth reveals how philanthropy
maintains systems of inequality by attracting attention to the behavior of poor people while shifting the focus
away from structural inequities and relationships of power that produce poverty. In Fresno County, for
example, which has a $5.6 billion-plus agricultural industry, migrant farm workers depend heavily on food
banks, religious organizations, and family networks to feed and clothe their families. Foundation
professionals espouse well-intentioned, hopeful strategies to improve the lives of the poor. These strategies
contain specific ideas—in philanthropy terminology, “theories of change”— that rely on traditional
American ideals of individualism and hard work, such as self-help, civic participation, and mutual
prosperity. But when used in partnership with well-defined limits around what foundations will and will not
fund, these ideals become fuzzy concepts promoting professional and institutional behaviors that leave
relationships of poverty and inequality untouched.
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From reader reviews:

David Tillery:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important take action, like
looking for your favorite reserve and reading a e-book. Beside you can solve your problem; you can add your
knowledge by the e-book entitled The Self-Help Myth: How Philanthropy Fails to Alleviate Poverty
(Poverty, Interrupted). Try to the actual book The Self-Help Myth: How Philanthropy Fails to Alleviate
Poverty (Poverty, Interrupted) as your buddy. It means that it can to be your friend when you experience
alone and beside those of course make you smarter than in the past. Yeah, it is very fortuned for you
personally. The book makes you a lot more confidence because you can know almost everything by the
book. So , let us make new experience and knowledge with this book.

Lisa Langlais:

As people who live in typically the modest era should be revise about what going on or details even
knowledge to make these people keep up with the era that is always change and move forward. Some of you
maybe will certainly update themselves by looking at books. It is a good choice for you personally but the
problems coming to a person is you don't know what one you should start with. This The Self-Help Myth:
How Philanthropy Fails to Alleviate Poverty (Poverty, Interrupted) is our recommendation so you keep up
with the world. Why, because book serves what you want and need in this era.

Stacey Williams:

Do you have something that you want such as book? The reserve lovers usually prefer to opt for book like
comic, brief story and the biggest some may be novel. Now, why not hoping The Self-Help Myth: How
Philanthropy Fails to Alleviate Poverty (Poverty, Interrupted) that give your satisfaction preference will be
satisfied by reading this book. Reading addiction all over the world can be said as the opportinity for people
to know world a great deal better then how they react towards the world. It can't be explained constantly that
reading routine only for the geeky man or woman but for all of you who wants to always be success person.
So , for every you who want to start examining as your good habit, you could pick The Self-Help Myth: How
Philanthropy Fails to Alleviate Poverty (Poverty, Interrupted) become your starter.

William Brown:

Reading a book to become new life style in this calendar year; every people loves to read a book. When you
learn a book you can get a great deal of benefit. When you read guides, you can improve your knowledge,
because book has a lot of information upon it. The information that you will get depend on what forms of
book that you have read. If you want to get information about your examine, you can read education books,
but if you want to entertain yourself you are able to a fiction books, this sort of us novel, comics, and soon.
The The Self-Help Myth: How Philanthropy Fails to Alleviate Poverty (Poverty, Interrupted) provide you
with new experience in reading through a book.
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