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This microhistory investigates the famous and scandalous 1731 trial in which Catherine Cadière, a young
woman in the south of France, accused her Jesuit confessor, Jean-Baptiste Girard, of seduction, heresy,
abortion, and bewitchment. Generally considered to be the last witchcraft trial in early modern France, the
Cadière affair was central to the volatile politics of 1730s France, a time when magistrates and lawyers were
seeking to contain clerical power.

Mita Choudhury’s examination of the trial sheds light on two important phenomena with broad historical
implications: the questioning of traditional authority and the growing disquiet about the role of the sacred
and divine in French society. Both contributed to the French people’s ever-increasing disenchantment with
the church and the king. Choudhury builds her story through an extensive examination of archival material,
including trial records, pamphlets, periodicals, and unpublished correspondence from witnesses.

The Wanton Jesuit and the Wayward Saint offers new insights into how the eighteenth-century public
interpreted the accusations and why the case consumed the public for years, developing from a local sex
scandal to a referendum on religious authority and its place in French society and politics.
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From reader reviews:

Georgia Martinez:

Within other case, little men and women like to read book The Wanton Jesuit and the Wayward Saint: A
Tale of Sex, Religion, and Politics in Eighteenth-Century France. You can choose the best book if you want
reading a book. So long as we know about how is important a book The Wanton Jesuit and the Wayward
Saint: A Tale of Sex, Religion, and Politics in Eighteenth-Century France. You can add understanding and of
course you can around the world with a book. Absolutely right, due to the fact from book you can understand
everything! From your country until foreign or abroad you will find yourself known. About simple thing
until wonderful thing it is possible to know that. In this era, we can open a book as well as searching by
internet system. It is called e-book. You may use it when you feel fed up to go to the library. Let's read.

Ernestine Miller:

What do you concentrate on book? It is just for students because they are still students or this for all people
in the world, what the best subject for that? Just simply you can be answered for that concern above. Every
person has diverse personality and hobby for every single other. Don't to be forced someone or something
that they don't wish do that. You must know how great and important the book The Wanton Jesuit and the
Wayward Saint: A Tale of Sex, Religion, and Politics in Eighteenth-Century France. All type of book could
you see on many sources. You can look for the internet sources or other social media.

Diego Mears:

Information is provisions for individuals to get better life, information nowadays can get by anyone from
everywhere. The information can be a information or any news even restricted. What people must be
consider any time those information which is inside the former life are challenging to be find than now's
taking seriously which one is appropriate to believe or which one often the resource are convinced. If you get
the unstable resource then you buy it as your main information we will see huge disadvantage for you. All of
those possibilities will not happen throughout you if you take The Wanton Jesuit and the Wayward Saint: A
Tale of Sex, Religion, and Politics in Eighteenth-Century France as the daily resource information.

Aaron Ryan:

Do you have something that you prefer such as book? The e-book lovers usually prefer to choose book like
comic, brief story and the biggest one is novel. Now, why not hoping The Wanton Jesuit and the Wayward
Saint: A Tale of Sex, Religion, and Politics in Eighteenth-Century France that give your entertainment
preference will be satisfied through reading this book. Reading habit all over the world can be said as the
opportinity for people to know world far better then how they react when it comes to the world. It can't be
explained constantly that reading behavior only for the geeky person but for all of you who wants to possibly
be success person. So , for all you who want to start studying as your good habit, it is possible to pick The
Wanton Jesuit and the Wayward Saint: A Tale of Sex, Religion, and Politics in Eighteenth-Century France



become your starter.
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