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During his lifetime (1888-1970), Hall Johnson's concert arrangements of spirituals have been performed and
recorded by stellar singers, such as Marian Anderson, Leontyne Price, Kathleen Battle, Jessye Norman, and
Denyce Graves, and were sung by school and concert choirs all over the world. The Hall Johnson Negro
Choir was acclaimed in concert halls throughout America and Europe, on Broadway, on radio, and in
Hollywood and can be seen and heard in movie classics like Lost Horizon, Jezebel, Dumbo, and Song of the
South. Yet the story of Johnson's life and accomplishments as conductor, composer, arranger, violist, author,
and teacher has never been told until now.

Hall Johnson: His Life, His Spirit, and His Music is the first definitive biography of Hall Johnson, providing
both a historical narrative of Johnson's entire life and work, as well as a comprehensive treatment of his
movie career, his literary creations, his work in musical theatre, and a complete exploration of his music,
with special emphasis on the larger works. Author Eugene Thamon Simpson, the curator of the Hall Johnson
collection in New Jersey, has amassed important pieces of the collection, such as letters, reviews, interviews,
and other documents by and about Hall Johnson, and referenced or published them here for greater
accessibility. The book also includes personal recollections of Hall Johnson by people who knew him as
teacher, conductor, or professional colleague. Over 20 photos, a discography, and a complete listing of
Johnson's works help to document his achievements, making this a valuable resource for those interested in
Black History Studies, the evolution of the Negro Spiritual, and blacks in American Cinema and musical
theatre.
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From reader reviews:

James Lapham:

As people who live in the actual modest era should be revise about what going on or information even
knowledge to make these keep up with the era and that is always change and move forward. Some of you
maybe may update themselves by reading through books. It is a good choice in your case but the problems
coming to you is you don't know which one you should start with. This Hall Johnson: His Life, His Spirit,
and His Music is our recommendation to help you keep up with the world. Why, because book serves what
you want and wish in this era.

Harry Crawford:

Do you have something that you enjoy such as book? The publication lovers usually prefer to opt for book
like comic, quick story and the biggest one is novel. Now, why not hoping Hall Johnson: His Life, His Spirit,
and His Music that give your fun preference will be satisfied by reading this book. Reading routine all over
the world can be said as the opportunity for people to know world much better then how they react to the
world. It can't be stated constantly that reading habit only for the geeky man or woman but for all of you who
wants to be success person. So , for all you who want to start studying as your good habit, you could pick
Hall Johnson: His Life, His Spirit, and His Music become your starter.

Steven Richardson:

Reserve is one of source of knowledge. We can add our information from it. Not only for students but native
or citizen need book to know the update information of year for you to year. As we know those guides have
many advantages. Beside we all add our knowledge, also can bring us to around the world. By book Hall
Johnson: His Life, His Spirit, and His Music we can take more advantage. Don't one to be creative people?
To be creative person must want to read a book. Simply choose the best book that suited with your aim.
Don't end up being doubt to change your life at this time book Hall Johnson: His Life, His Spirit, and His
Music. You can more desirable than now.

John Lee:

Reading a book make you to get more knowledge from it. You can take knowledge and information
originating from a book. Book is composed or printed or illustrated from each source that filled update of
news. With this modern era like at this point, many ways to get information are available for you actually.
From media social such as newspaper, magazines, science book, encyclopedia, reference book, fresh and
comic. You can add your understanding by that book. Are you hip to spend your spare time to spread out
your book? Or just looking for the Hall Johnson: His Life, His Spirit, and His Music when you necessary it?
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