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John B. Judis, one of our most insightful political commentators, most rational and careful thinkers, and most
engaged witnesses in Washington, has taken on a challenge that even the most concerned American citizens
shrink from: forecasting the American political climate at the turn of the century. The Paradox of American
Democracy is a penetrating examination of our democracy that illuminates the forces and institutions that
once enlivened it and now threaten to undermine it. It is the well-reasoned discussion we need in this era of
unrestrained expert opinions and ideologically biased testimony.

The disenchantment with our political system can be seen in decreasing voter turnout, political parties co-
opted by consultants and large contributors, the corrupting influence of "soft money," and concern for
national welfare subverted by lobbying organizations and special-interest groups. Judis revisits particular
moments—the Progressive Era, the New Deal, the 1960s—to discover what makes democracy the most
efficacious and, consequently, most inefficacious. What has worked in the past is a balancing act between
groups of elites—trade commissions, labor relations boards, policy groups—whose mandates are to act in the
national interest and whose actions are governed by a disinterested pursuit of the common good. Judis
explains how the displacment of such elites by a new lobbying community in Whashington has given rise to
the cynicism that corrodes the current political system.

The Paradox of American Democracy goes straight to the heart of every political debate in this country.
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From reader reviews:

Marjorie Wright:

This The Paradox of American Democracy: Elites, Special Interests, and the Betrayal of Public Trust book is
not really ordinary book, you have it then the world is in your hands. The benefit you receive by reading this
book is information inside this reserve incredible fresh, you will get information which is getting deeper you
read a lot of information you will get. This particular The Paradox of American Democracy: Elites, Special
Interests, and the Betrayal of Public Trust without we know teach the one who reading it become critical in
contemplating and analyzing. Don't always be worry The Paradox of American Democracy: Elites, Special
Interests, and the Betrayal of Public Trust can bring whenever you are and not make your case space or
bookshelves' turn out to be full because you can have it inside your lovely laptop even cell phone. This The
Paradox of American Democracy: Elites, Special Interests, and the Betrayal of Public Trust having good
arrangement in word and layout, so you will not really feel uninterested in reading.

Edna Kissel:

People live in this new day time of lifestyle always try to and must have the time or they will get lot of stress
from both day to day life and work. So , when we ask do people have free time, we will say absolutely of
course. People is human not really a robot. Then we consult again, what kind of activity are you experiencing
when the spare time coming to you actually of course your answer can unlimited right. Then do you try this
one, reading textbooks. It can be your alternative within spending your spare time, the actual book you have
read will be The Paradox of American Democracy: Elites, Special Interests, and the Betrayal of Public Trust.

Salvador Swain:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray a person, why because this The Paradox of American Democracy:
Elites, Special Interests, and the Betrayal of Public Trust publication written by well-known writer who
really knows well how to make book that could be understand by anyone who else read the book. Written
inside good manner for you, dripping every ideas and creating skill only for eliminate your own personal
hunger then you still uncertainty The Paradox of American Democracy: Elites, Special Interests, and the
Betrayal of Public Trust as good book not simply by the cover but also with the content. This is one book
that can break don't judge book by its deal with, so do you still needing one more sixth sense to pick this!?
Oh come on your examining sixth sense already said so why you have to listening to yet another sixth sense.

Tara Smith:

What is your hobby? Have you heard which question when you got scholars? We believe that that concern
was given by teacher with their students. Many kinds of hobby, Everybody has different hobby. So you
know that little person just like reading or as reading become their hobby. You must know that reading is
very important along with book as to be the point. Book is important thing to increase you knowledge,
except your own personal teacher or lecturer. You discover good news or update regarding something by



book. Many kinds of books that can you decide to try be your object. One of them are these claims The
Paradox of American Democracy: Elites, Special Interests, and the Betrayal of Public Trust.
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