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Written in 1303-05, when Dante was in political exile from his native Florence, De vulgari eloquentia
addresses the problem of how to raise the Italian language to the status of Latin in the esteem of the literate
public. It is the fullest and most important document concerning vernacular writing in the Middle
Ages—indeed, the earliest work of literary criticism dealing with a vernacular language. Marianne Shapiro
offers the most detailed discussion in English of De vulgari eloquentia, whose form and spirit reflect Dante's
political unrest and alienation. Hers is the first work in any language to analyze and explain the meaning of
the grammatical and rhetorical terminology that Dante used in his treatise. And because her
translation—included here—is based on a thorough exegesis of that terminology, it will be recognized as
definitive.

Shapiro’s translation will be of special interest to medievalists and to serious readers of The Divine Comedy.
In a later section, she considers the less precursors of Dante as a writer of the “Romance idiom” and their
influence on him. Then she concentrates on the least studied aspects of the treatise in order to reveal its
profound affiliations with late medieval grammatical investigations—it is possible to see in Dante “a
grammarian beneath the poet.” Her conclusion summarizes the apparent textual contradictions and the
significance. Thus, this book provides a thorough historical, philosophical, and rhetorical context for De
vulgari eloquentia and a new English translation that is enriched by that scholarship.
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From reader reviews:

Rose Cotner:

Nowadays reading books are more than want or need but also work as a life style. This reading addiction
give you lot of advantages. The benefits you got of course the knowledge even the information inside the
book this improve your knowledge and information. The data you get based on what kind of publication you
read, if you want get more knowledge just go with education and learning books but if you want really feel
happy read one together with theme for entertaining for instance comic or novel. Typically the De Vulgari
Eloquentia: Dante's Book of Exile (Regents Studies in Medieval Culture) is kind of e-book which is giving
the reader unpredictable experience.

Yvonne Wagner:

This book untitled De Vulgari Eloquentia: Dante's Book of Exile (Regents Studies in Medieval Culture) to
be one of several books that will best seller in this year, honestly, that is because when you read this reserve
you can get a lot of benefit in it. You will easily to buy this book in the book store or you can order it by
means of online. The publisher with this book sells the e-book too. It makes you more easily to read this
book, because you can read this book in your Cell phone. So there is no reason to you personally to past this
book from your list.

Martha Dixon:

Reading can called brain hangout, why? Because while you are reading a book especially book entitled De
Vulgari Eloquentia: Dante's Book of Exile (Regents Studies in Medieval Culture) the mind will drift away
trough every dimension, wandering in most aspect that maybe unknown for but surely might be your mind
friends. Imaging each and every word written in a reserve then become one form conclusion and explanation
that will maybe you never get prior to. The De Vulgari Eloquentia: Dante's Book of Exile (Regents Studies
in Medieval Culture) giving you a different experience more than blown away the mind but also giving you
useful facts for your better life in this era. So now let us present to you the relaxing pattern this is your body
and mind is going to be pleased when you are finished looking at it, like winning a game. Do you want to try
this extraordinary paying spare time activity?

Donald Lee:

Do you really one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt if you find yourself in the book store?
Attempt to pick one book that you never know the inside because don't determine book by its handle may
doesn't work at this point is difficult job because you are scared that the inside maybe not since fantastic as in
the outside appear likes. Maybe you answer could be De Vulgari Eloquentia: Dante's Book of Exile (Regents
Studies in Medieval Culture) why because the wonderful cover that make you consider concerning the
content will not disappoint anyone. The inside or content is fantastic as the outside or maybe cover. Your
reading sixth sense will directly show you to pick up this book.
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