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From 1967 to 1973, a period that culminated in the socialist project of Salvador Allende, nearly 400,000
low-income Chileans illegally seized parcels of land on the outskirts of Santiago. Remarkably, today almost
all of these individuals live in homes with property titles. As Edward Murphy shows, this transformation
came at a steep price, through an often-violent political and social struggle that continues to this day.

In analyzing the causes and consequences of this struggle, Murphy reveals a crucial connection between
homeownership and understandings of proper behavior and governance. This link between property and
propriety has been at the root of a powerful, contested urban politics central to both social activism and urban
development projects. Through projects of reform, revolution, and reaction, a right to housing and
homeownership has been a significant symbol of governmental benevolence and poverty reduction. Under
Pinochet’s neoliberalism, subsidized housing and slum eradication programs displaced many squatters, while
awarding them homes of their own. This process, in addition to ongoing forms of activism, has permitted the
vast majority of squatters to live in homes with property titles, a momentous change of the past half-century. 

This triumph is tempered by the fact that today the urban poor struggle with high levels of unemployment
and underemployment, significant debt, and a profoundly segregated and hostile urban landscape. They also
find it more difficult to mobilize than in the past, and as homeowners they can no longer rally around the
cause of housing rights.

Citing cultural theorists from Marx to Foucault, Murphy directly links the importance of home ownership
and property rights among Santiago’s urban poor to definitions of Chilean citizenship and propriety. He
explores how the deeply embedded liberal belief system of individual property ownership has shaped
political, social, and physical landscapes in the city. His approach sheds light on the role that social
movements and the gendered contours of home life have played in the making of citizenship. It also
illuminates processes through which squatters have received legally sanctioned homes of their own, a
phenomenon of critical importance in cities throughout much of Latin America and the Global South.
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From reader reviews:

Tonya Sewell:

Do you have favorite book? In case you have, what is your favorite's book? Guide is very important thing for
us to be aware of everything in the world. Each reserve has different aim or perhaps goal; it means that
publication has different type. Some people truly feel enjoy to spend their time to read a book. They can be
reading whatever they get because their hobby is definitely reading a book. Consider the person who don't
like reading a book? Sometime, individual feel need book once they found difficult problem or maybe
exercise. Well, probably you will want this For a Proper Home: Housing Rights in the Margins of Urban
Chile, 1960-2010 (Pitt Latin American Series).

Sheila Lefevre:

Here thing why this particular For a Proper Home: Housing Rights in the Margins of Urban Chile, 1960-
2010 (Pitt Latin American Series) are different and trustworthy to be yours. First of all reading through a
book is good but it depends in the content of computer which is the content is as delicious as food or not. For
a Proper Home: Housing Rights in the Margins of Urban Chile, 1960-2010 (Pitt Latin American Series)
giving you information deeper and different ways, you can find any guide out there but there is no guide that
similar with For a Proper Home: Housing Rights in the Margins of Urban Chile, 1960-2010 (Pitt Latin
American Series). It gives you thrill studying journey, its open up your own eyes about the thing which
happened in the world which is probably can be happened around you. It is easy to bring everywhere like in
recreation area, café, or even in your method home by train. For anyone who is having difficulties in
bringing the branded book maybe the form of For a Proper Home: Housing Rights in the Margins of Urban
Chile, 1960-2010 (Pitt Latin American Series) in e-book can be your alternative.

Angela Caves:

The ability that you get from For a Proper Home: Housing Rights in the Margins of Urban Chile, 1960-2010
(Pitt Latin American Series) will be the more deep you rooting the information that hide in the words the
more you get considering reading it. It does not mean that this book is hard to understand but For a Proper
Home: Housing Rights in the Margins of Urban Chile, 1960-2010 (Pitt Latin American Series) giving you
joy feeling of reading. The author conveys their point in certain way that can be understood through anyone
who read that because the author of this book is well-known enough. This kind of book also makes your
current vocabulary increase well. So it is easy to understand then can go to you, both in printed or e-book
style are available. We recommend you for having this particular For a Proper Home: Housing Rights in the
Margins of Urban Chile, 1960-2010 (Pitt Latin American Series) instantly.

Nancy Rush:

As a pupil exactly feel bored to be able to reading. If their teacher questioned them to go to the library or
even make summary for some reserve, they are complained. Just little students that has reading's spirit or real



their pastime. They just do what the professor want, like asked to the library. They go to presently there but
nothing reading significantly. Any students feel that reading is not important, boring along with can't see
colorful photographs on there. Yeah, it is for being complicated. Book is very important for you personally.
As we know that on this time, many ways to get whatever you want. Likewise word says, ways to reach
Chinese's country. Therefore , this For a Proper Home: Housing Rights in the Margins of Urban Chile, 1960-
2010 (Pitt Latin American Series) can make you feel more interested to read.
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