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To learn was to live, and to learn well was to live well. This was the lesson of both cultures of the Modern
Orthodox Jewish world in which Ilana Blumberg was educated, with its commitment to traditional Jewish
practice and ideas alongside an appreciation for modern, secular wisdom. But when the paths of Jewish
tradition and secular wisdom inevitably diverge, applying this lesson can become extraordinarily tricky,
especially for a woman. Blumberg’s memoir of negotiating these two worlds is the story of how a Jewish
woman’s life was shaped by a passion for learning; it is also a rare look into the life of Modern Orthodoxy,
the twentieth-century movement of Judaism that tries to reconcile modernity with tradition.
 
Blumberg traces her own path from a childhood immersed in Hebrew and classical Judaic texts as well as
Anglo-American novels and biographies, to a womanhood where the two literatures suddenly represent
mutually exclusive possibilities for life. Set in “houses of study,” from a Jewish grammar school and high
school to a Jerusalem yeshiva for women to a secular American university, her memoir asks, in an intimate
and poignant manner: what happens when the traditional Jewish ideal of learning asserts itself in a body that
is female—a body directed by that same tradition toward a life of modesty, early marriage, and motherhood?
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From reader reviews:

Sheri Reagan:

Inside other case, little people like to read book Houses of Study: A Jewish Woman among Books. You can
choose the best book if you'd prefer reading a book. Given that we know about how is important a new book
Houses of Study: A Jewish Woman among Books. You can add know-how and of course you can around the
world by the book. Absolutely right, simply because from book you can understand everything! From your
country until foreign or abroad you will find yourself known. About simple matter until wonderful thing it is
possible to know that. In this era, we could open a book or searching by internet device. It is called e-book.
You can utilize it when you feel bored stiff to go to the library. Let's study.

Charlotte Ramsey:

In this 21st centuries, people become competitive in each way. By being competitive now, people have do
something to make these individuals survives, being in the middle of typically the crowded place and notice
by surrounding. One thing that oftentimes many people have underestimated that for a while is reading. Sure,
by reading a reserve your ability to survive increase then having chance to remain than other is high. For you
personally who want to start reading the book, we give you this particular Houses of Study: A Jewish
Woman among Books book as beginning and daily reading e-book. Why, because this book is greater than
just a book.

Janet Huynh:

Beside this particular Houses of Study: A Jewish Woman among Books in your phone, it could give you a
way to get closer to the new knowledge or info. The information and the knowledge you will got here is
fresh from oven so don't always be worry if you feel like an outdated people live in narrow town. It is good
thing to have Houses of Study: A Jewish Woman among Books because this book offers to your account
readable information. Do you sometimes have book but you would not get what it's exactly about. Oh come
on, that will not end up to happen if you have this with your hand. The Enjoyable option here cannot be
questionable, just like treasuring beautiful island. Use you still want to miss this? Find this book along with
read it from now!

Dolores Crook:

Reading a e-book make you to get more knowledge from this. You can take knowledge and information
coming from a book. Book is written or printed or created from each source this filled update of news. In this
modern era like right now, many ways to get information are available for a person. From media social such
as newspaper, magazines, science reserve, encyclopedia, reference book, fresh and comic. You can add your
knowledge by that book. Are you ready to spend your spare time to open your book? Or just seeking the
Houses of Study: A Jewish Woman among Books when you needed it?
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