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Starting with the premise that suburban films, residential neighborhoods, chain restaurants, malls, and
megachurches are compelling forms (topos) that shape and materialize the everyday lives of residents and
visitors, Greg Dickinson’s Suburban Dreams offers a rhetorically attuned critical analysis of contemporary
American suburbs and the “good life” their residents pursue.

 

Dickinson’s analysis suggests that the good life is rooted in memory and locality, both of which are
foundations for creating a sense of safety central to the success of suburbs. His argument is situated first in a
discussion of the intersections among buildings, cities, and the good life and the challenges to these
relationships wrought by the twentieth and twenty-first centuries. The argument then turns to rich, fully-
embodied analyses of suburban films and a series of archetypal suburban landscapes to explore how
memory, locality, and safety interact in constructing the suburban imaginary. Moving from the pastoralism
of residential neighborhoods and chain restaurants like Olive Garden and Macaroni Grill, through the
megachurch’s veneration of suburban malls to the mixed-use lifestyle center’s nostalgic invocation of urban
downtowns, Dickinson complicates traditional understandings of the ways suburbs situate residents and
visitors in time and place.

 

The analysis suggests that the suburban good life is devoted to family. Framed by the discourses of consumer
culture, the suburbs often privilege walls and roots to an expansive vision of worldliness. At the same time,
developments such as farmers markets suggest a continued striving by suburbanites to form relationships in a
richer, more organic fashion.

 

Dickinson’s work eschews casually dismissive attitudes toward the suburbs and the pursuit of the good life.
Rather, he succeeds in showing how by identifying the positive rhetorical resources the suburbs supply, it is
in fact possible to engage with the suburbs intentionally, thoughtfully, and rigorously. Beyond an analysis of
the suburban imaginary, Suburban Dreams demonstrates how a critical engagement with everyday places
can enrich daily life. The book provides much of interest to students and scholars of rhetoric, communication
studies, public memory, American studies, architecture, and urban planning.
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From reader reviews:

Aaron Tyler:

Do you have favorite book? When you have, what is your favorite's book? E-book is very important thing for
us to know everything in the world. Each reserve has different aim or even goal; it means that reserve has
different type. Some people sense enjoy to spend their the perfect time to read a book. These are reading
whatever they get because their hobby is usually reading a book. What about the person who don't like
reading a book? Sometime, individual feel need book if they found difficult problem or even exercise. Well,
probably you will require this Suburban Dreams: Imagining and Building the Good Life (Albma Rhetoric
Cult & Soc Crit).

Randy Anderson:

Often the book Suburban Dreams: Imagining and Building the Good Life (Albma Rhetoric Cult & Soc Crit)
has a lot of information on it. So when you make sure to read this book you can get a lot of gain. The book
was authored by the very famous author. Tom makes some research before write this book. This specific
book very easy to read you may get the point easily after looking over this book.

Kori Pierson:

In this period globalization it is important to someone to find information. The information will make
someone to understand the condition of the world. The condition of the world makes the information quicker
to share. You can find a lot of references to get information example: internet, magazine, book, and soon.
You will observe that now, a lot of publisher in which print many kinds of book. The particular book that
recommended for your requirements is Suburban Dreams: Imagining and Building the Good Life (Albma
Rhetoric Cult & Soc Crit) this guide consist a lot of the information of the condition of this world now. This
particular book was represented just how can the world has grown up. The vocabulary styles that writer
value to explain it is easy to understand. The writer made some analysis when he makes this book. That is
why this book appropriate all of you.

Clarence Williams:

Guide is one of source of information. We can add our information from it. Not only for students but in
addition native or citizen have to have book to know the up-date information of year to be able to year. As
we know those ebooks have many advantages. Beside many of us add our knowledge, also can bring us to
around the world. By book Suburban Dreams: Imagining and Building the Good Life (Albma Rhetoric Cult
& Soc Crit) we can take more advantage. Don't that you be creative people? For being creative person must
love to read a book. Just choose the best book that appropriate with your aim. Don't always be doubt to
change your life with this book Suburban Dreams: Imagining and Building the Good Life (Albma Rhetoric
Cult & Soc Crit). You can more desirable than now.
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