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At the beginning of the eighteenth century most European Jews lived in restricted settlements and urban
ghettos, isolated from the surrounding dominant Christian cultures not only by law but also by language,
custom, and dress. By the end of the century urban, upwardly mobile Jews had shaved their beards and
abandoned Yiddish in favor of the languages of the countries in which they lived. They began to participate
in secular culture and they embraced rationalism and non-Jewish education as supplements to traditional
Talmudic studies. The full participation of Jews in modern Europe and America would be unthinkable
without the intellectual and social revolution that was the Haskalah, or Jewish Enlightenment.

Unparalleled in scale and comprehensiveness, The Jewish Enlightenment reconstructs the intellectual and
social revolution of the Haskalah as it gradually gathered momentum throughout the eighteenth century.
Relying on a huge range of previously unexplored sources, Shmuel Feiner fully views the Haskalah as the
Jewish version of the European Enlightenment and, as such, a movement that cannot be isolated from
broader eighteenth-century European traditions. Critically, he views the Haskalah as a truly European
phenomenon and not one simply centered in Germany. He also shows how the republic of letters in
European Jewry provided an avenue of secularization for Jewish society and culture, sowing the seeds of
Jewish liberalism and modern ideology and sparking the Orthodox counterreaction that culminated in a clash
of cultures within the Jewish community. The Haskalah's confrontations with its opponents within Jewry
constitute one of the most fascinating chapters in the history of the dramatic and traumatic encounter
between the Jews and modernity.

The Haskalah is one of the central topics in modern Jewish historiography. With its scope, erudition, and
new analysis, The Jewish Enlightenment now provides the most comprehensive treatment of this major
cultural movement.
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From reader reviews:

Randall Barbee:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important action, like
looking for your favorite book and reading a e-book. Beside you can solve your long lasting problem; you
can add your knowledge by the publication entitled The Jewish Enlightenment (Jewish Culture and
Contexts). Try to make the book The Jewish Enlightenment (Jewish Culture and Contexts) as your buddy. It
means that it can to get your friend when you feel alone and beside regarding course make you smarter than
previously. Yeah, it is very fortuned for you. The book makes you far more confidence because you can
know every little thing by the book. So , let's make new experience and knowledge with this book.

Tammy Booker:

Now a day individuals who Living in the era exactly where everything reachable by connect with the internet
and the resources included can be true or not call for people to be aware of each information they get. How
people have to be smart in acquiring any information nowadays? Of course the answer then is reading a
book. Reading a book can help individuals out of this uncertainty Information mainly this The Jewish
Enlightenment (Jewish Culture and Contexts) book because this book offers you rich info and knowledge. Of
course the knowledge in this book hundred per-cent guarantees there is no doubt in it as you know.

Duncan Houghton:

People live in this new time of lifestyle always attempt to and must have the time or they will get lots of
stress from both daily life and work. So , whenever we ask do people have time, we will say absolutely of
course. People is human not just a robot. Then we consult again, what kind of activity are there when the
spare time coming to a person of course your answer will unlimited right. Then do you ever try this one,
reading ebooks. It can be your alternative throughout spending your spare time, the particular book you have
read is usually The Jewish Enlightenment (Jewish Culture and Contexts).

Trudy Clark:

Many people said that they feel fed up when they reading a publication. They are directly felt the idea when
they get a half portions of the book. You can choose often the book The Jewish Enlightenment (Jewish
Culture and Contexts) to make your personal reading is interesting. Your personal skill of reading expertise
is developing when you like reading. Try to choose easy book to make you enjoy you just read it and mingle
the opinion about book and looking at especially. It is to be initial opinion for you to like to wide open a
book and go through it. Beside that the e-book The Jewish Enlightenment (Jewish Culture and Contexts) can
to be a newly purchased friend when you're feel alone and confuse in what must you're doing of these time.
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