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Built in the fifth century b.c., the Parthenon has been venerated for more than two millennia as the West’s
ultimate paragon of beauty and proportion. Since the Enlightenment, it has also come to represent our
political ideals, the lavish temple to the goddess Athena serving as the model for our most hallowed civic
architecture. But how much do the values of those who built the Parthenon truly correspond with our own?
And apart from the significance with which we have invested it, what exactly did this marvel of human
hands mean to those who made it?

In this revolutionary book, Joan Breton Connelly challenges our most basic assumptions about the Parthenon
and the ancient Athenians. Beginning with the natural environment and its rich mythic associations, she re-
creates the development of the Acropolis—the Sacred Rock at the heart of the city-state—from its prehistoric
origins to its Periklean glory days as a constellation of temples among which the Parthenon stood supreme.
In particular, she probes the Parthenon’s legendary frieze: the 525-foot-long relief sculpture that originally
encircled the upper reaches before it was partially destroyed by Venetian cannon fire (in the seventeenth
century) and most of what remained was shipped off to Britain (in the nineteenth century) among the Elgin
marbles. The frieze’s vast enigmatic procession—a dazzling pageant of cavalrymen and elders, musicians
and maidens—has for more than two hundred years been thought to represent a scene of annual civic
celebration in the birthplace of democracy. But thanks to a once-lost play by Euripides (the discovery of
which, in the wrappings of a Hellenistic Egyptian mummy, is only one of this book’s intriguing adventures),
Connelly has uncovered a long-buried meaning, a story of human sacrifice set during the city’s mythic
founding. In a society startlingly preoccupied with cult ritual, this story was at the core of what it meant to be
Athenian. Connelly reveals a world that beggars our popular notions of Athens as a city of staid
philosophers, rationalists, and rhetoricians, a world in which our modern secular conception of democracy
would have been simply incomprehensible.

The Parthenon’s full significance has been obscured until now owing in no small part, Connelly argues, to
the frieze’s dismemberment. And so her investigation concludes with a call to reunite the pieces, in order that
what is perhaps the greatest single work of art surviving from antiquity may be viewed more nearly as its
makers intended. Marshalling a breathtaking range of textual and visual evidence, full of fresh insights
woven into a thrilling narrative that brings the distant past to life, The Parthenon Enigma is sure to become a
landmark in our understanding of the civilization from which we claim cultural descent.
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From reader reviews:

Evelina Soria:

The book The Parthenon Enigma make you feel enjoy for your spare time. You can utilize to make your
capable much more increase. Book can for being your best friend when you getting anxiety or having big
problem together with your subject. If you can make examining a book The Parthenon Enigma being your
habit, you can get much more advantages, like add your personal capable, increase your knowledge about a
number of or all subjects. You could know everything if you like open and read a book The Parthenon
Enigma. Kinds of book are a lot of. It means that, science reserve or encyclopedia or other people. So , how
do you think about this reserve?

Johnnie McCormick:

What do you concentrate on book? It is just for students as they are still students or it for all people in the
world, what best subject for that? Simply you can be answered for that concern above. Every person has
various personality and hobby for every single other. Don't to be forced someone or something that they
don't would like do that. You must know how great along with important the book The Parthenon Enigma.
All type of book is it possible to see on many methods. You can look for the internet sources or other social
media.

Joseph Singleton:

Reading a guide can be one of a lot of activity that everyone in the world likes. Do you like reading book so.
There are a lot of reasons why people love it. First reading a publication will give you a lot of new info.
When you read a reserve you will get new information simply because book is one of many ways to share
the information as well as their idea. Second, studying a book will make you more imaginative. When you
looking at a book especially fictional book the author will bring someone to imagine the story how the
character types do it anything. Third, you can share your knowledge to other people. When you read this The
Parthenon Enigma, you may tells your family, friends and also soon about yours guide. Your knowledge can
inspire the mediocre, make them reading a book.

Debbie Clark:

Reading a book being new life style in this season; every people loves to go through a book. When you go
through a book you can get a lots of benefit. When you read guides, you can improve your knowledge, since
book has a lot of information upon it. The information that you will get depend on what kinds of book that
you have read. If you need to get information about your research, you can read education books, but if you
want to entertain yourself you are able to a fiction books, this kind of us novel, comics, and also soon. The
The Parthenon Enigma will give you new experience in reading a book.
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