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When Edward Crankshaw's Maria Theresa was published in 1969, it was the first full length study of Maria
Theresa to be written in English for sixty years.

Called to the throne in 1740, at the age of twenty-three, Maria Theresa was wholly unprepared for the events
that were to confront her, and trusting in the honour of her fellow monarchs, the young queen found herself
with a virtually nonexistent army at the head of a bankrupt and disaffected empire - an empire shortly to be
set upon by half Europe intent on shattering the Habsburg power for ever. Married to an amiable but
ineffectual husband whom she adored, surrounded by shortsighted advisers senile to the point of decrepitude,
her only weapons were her charm, her unbreakable will, and her almost reckless courage. With these, and by
her own immense exertions, she first held her powerful enemies at bay; then, choosing new advisers with
astonishing skill, and discovering in herself a fund of commonsense amounting almost to genius, she
instituted wide-reaching reforms which were to unify the Empire's bewildering mixture of lands and peoples,
and bring it to the threshold of the revolutionary age. With all this she remained a wife and a mother - most
touchingly so in her vast correspondence with her many children.
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From reader reviews:

Benjamin Martinez:

The particular book Maria Theresa (Bloomsbury Reader) will bring that you the new experience of reading
the book. The author style to explain the idea is very unique. Should you try to find new book to study, this
book very suitable to you. The book Maria Theresa (Bloomsbury Reader) is much recommended to you to
study. You can also get the e-book through the official web site, so you can quickly to read the book.

Ruth Westlund:

Are you kind of occupied person, only have 10 or perhaps 15 minute in your moment to upgrading your
mind proficiency or thinking skill possibly analytical thinking? Then you are having problem with the book
than can satisfy your small amount of time to read it because pretty much everything time you only find book
that need more time to be examine. Maria Theresa (Bloomsbury Reader) can be your answer given it can be
read by you actually who have those short spare time problems.

Robert Hensley:

Don't be worry when you are afraid that this book may filled the space in your house, you can have it in e-
book technique, more simple and reachable. This kind of Maria Theresa (Bloomsbury Reader) can give you
a lot of buddies because by you taking a look at this one book you have issue that they don't and make you
more like an interesting person. This book can be one of one step for you to get success. This reserve offer
you information that might be your friend doesn't realize, by knowing more than various other make you to
be great persons. So , why hesitate? Let's have Maria Theresa (Bloomsbury Reader).

Wanda Holmes:

As we know that book is very important thing to add our expertise for everything. By a publication we can
know everything we wish. A book is a range of written, printed, illustrated or maybe blank sheet. Every year
seemed to be exactly added. This publication Maria Theresa (Bloomsbury Reader) was filled regarding
science. Spend your time to add your knowledge about your scientific research competence. Some people
has different feel when they reading a book. If you know how big benefit of a book, you can sense enjoy to
read a reserve. In the modern era like right now, many ways to get book that you just wanted.
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