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This fascinating biography tells the story of nineteenth-century America through the life of one of its most
charismatic and influential characters: Sojourner Truth. In an in-depth account of this amazing activist,
Margaret Washington unravels Sojourner Truth's world within the broader panorama of African American
slavery and the nation's most significant reform era.
 
Born into bondage among the Hudson Valley Dutch in Ulster County, New York, Isabella was sold several
times, married, and bore five children before fleeing in 1826 with her infant daughter one year before New
York slavery was abolished. In 1829, she moved to New York City, where she worked as a domestic,
preached, joined a religious commune, and then in 1843 had an epiphany. Changing her name to Sojourner
Truth, she began traveling the country as a champion of the downtrodden and a spokeswoman for equality by
promoting Christianity, abolitionism, and women's rights.
 
Gifted in verbal eloquence, wit, and biblical knowledge, Sojourner Truth possessed an earthy, imaginative,
homespun personality that won her many friends and admirers and made her one of the most popular and
quoted reformers of her times. Washington's biography of this remarkable figure considers many facets of
Sojourner Truth's life to explain how she became one of the greatest activists in American history, including
her African and Dutch religious heritage; her experiences of slavery within contexts of labor, domesticity,
and patriarchy; and her profoundly personal sense of justice and intuitive integrity.
 
Organized chronologically into three distinct eras of Truth's life, Sojourner Truth's America examines the
complex dynamics of her times, beginning with the transnational contours of her spirituality and early life as
Isabella and her embroilments in legal controversy. Truth's awakening during nineteenth-century America's
progressive surge then propelled her ascendancy as a rousing preacher and political orator despite her
inability to read and write. Throughout the book, Washington explores Truth's passionate commitment to
family and community, including her vision for a beloved community that extended beyond race, gender,
and socioeconomic condition and embraced a common humanity. For Sojourner Truth, the significant model
for such communalism was a primitive, prophetic Christianity.
 
Illustrated with dozens of images of Truth and her contemporaries, Sojourner Truth's America draws a
delicate and compelling balance between Sojourner Truth's personal motivations and the influences of her
historical context. Washington provides important insights into the turbulent cultural and political climate of
the age while also separating the many myths from the facts concerning this legendary American figure.
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From reader reviews:

Marie Aultman:

The book Sojourner Truth's America can give more knowledge and information about everything you want.
Why must we leave the best thing like a book Sojourner Truth's America? A few of you have a different
opinion about guide. But one aim this book can give many details for us. It is absolutely appropriate. Right
now, try to closer along with your book. Knowledge or details that you take for that, you can give for each
other; you can share all of these. Book Sojourner Truth's America has simple shape nevertheless, you know:
it has great and large function for you. You can look the enormous world by wide open and read a reserve.
So it is very wonderful.

Lola Taylor:

In this 21st century, people become competitive in every way. By being competitive now, people have do
something to make these people survives, being in the middle of often the crowded place and notice through
surrounding. One thing that oftentimes many people have underestimated the item for a while is reading.
Yeah, by reading a publication your ability to survive increase then having chance to stay than other is high.
In your case who want to start reading a book, we give you this kind of Sojourner Truth's America book as
beginner and daily reading reserve. Why, because this book is more than just a book.

Edgar Workman:

Information is provisions for those to get better life, information these days can get by anyone with
everywhere. The information can be a know-how or any news even an issue. What people must be consider
any time those information which is in the former life are hard to be find than now could be taking seriously
which one is appropriate to believe or which one often the resource are convinced. If you get the unstable
resource then you obtain it as your main information it will have huge disadvantage for you. All those
possibilities will not happen inside you if you take Sojourner Truth's America as the daily resource
information.

Susan Frame:

That book can make you to feel relax. This particular book Sojourner Truth's America was multi-colored and
of course has pictures on there. As we know that book Sojourner Truth's America has many kinds or type.
Start from kids until young adults. For example Naruto or Investigation company Conan you can read and
think you are the character on there. So , not at all of book are make you bored, any it offers up you feel
happy, fun and chill out. Try to choose the best book for you personally and try to like reading this.
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