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The Fourteenth Amendment, ratified on July 9, 1868, identified all legitimate voters as "male." In so doing,
it added gender-specific language to the U.S. Constitution for the first time. Suffrage Reconstructed is the
first book to consider how and why the amendment's authors made this decision. Vividly detailing
congressional floor bickering and activist campaigning, Laura E. Free takes readers into the pre- and postwar
fights over precisely who should have the right to vote. Free demonstrates that all men, black and white,
were the ultimate victors of these fights, as gender became the single most important marker of voting rights
during Reconstruction.

Free argues that the Fourteenth Amendment's language was shaped by three key groups: African American
activists who used ideas about manhood to claim black men's right to the ballot, postwar congressmen who
sought to justify enfranchising southern black men, and women’s rights advocates who began to petition
Congress for the ballot for the first time as the Amendment was being drafted. To prevent women’s
inadvertent enfranchisement, and to incorporate formerly disfranchised black men into the voting polity, the
Fourteenth Amendment’s congressional authors turned to gender to define the new American voter. Faced
with this exclusion some woman suffragists, most notably Elizabeth Cady Stanton, turned to rhetorical
racism in order to mount a campaign against sex as a determinant of one’s capacity to vote. Stanton’s actions
caused a rift with Frederick Douglass and a schism in the fledgling woman suffrage movement. By
integrating gender analysis and political history, Suffrage Reconstructed offers a new interpretation of the
Civil War–era remaking of American democracy, placing African American activists and women’s rights
advocates at the heart of nineteenth-century American conversations about public policy, civil rights, and the
franchise.
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From reader reviews:

Edward Stewart:

The book Suffrage Reconstructed: Gender, Race, and Voting Rights in the Civil War Era make you feel
enjoy for your spare time. You need to use to make your capable far more increase. Book can for being your
best friend when you getting strain or having big problem along with your subject. If you can make studying
a book Suffrage Reconstructed: Gender, Race, and Voting Rights in the Civil War Era to be your habit, you
can get a lot more advantages, like add your own personal capable, increase your knowledge about a number
of or all subjects. You could know everything if you like start and read a e-book Suffrage Reconstructed:
Gender, Race, and Voting Rights in the Civil War Era. Kinds of book are several. It means that, science
reserve or encyclopedia or some others. So , how do you think about this guide?

Stephen Medley:

In this 21st centuries, people become competitive in most way. By being competitive currently, people have
do something to make these survives, being in the middle of the particular crowded place and notice by
means of surrounding. One thing that often many people have underestimated the item for a while is reading.
Yep, by reading a e-book your ability to survive increase then having chance to stand up than other is high.
For you personally who want to start reading the book, we give you this specific Suffrage Reconstructed:
Gender, Race, and Voting Rights in the Civil War Era book as starter and daily reading reserve. Why,
because this book is more than just a book.

Hubert Smith:

As people who live in the modest era should be change about what going on or info even knowledge to make
all of them keep up with the era which can be always change and move forward. Some of you maybe may
update themselves by reading books. It is a good choice for you personally but the problems coming to an
individual is you don't know which one you should start with. This Suffrage Reconstructed: Gender, Race,
and Voting Rights in the Civil War Era is our recommendation to make you keep up with the world. Why,
since this book serves what you want and want in this era.

Peggy Gillman:

Reading a e-book can be one of a lot of task that everyone in the world loves. Do you like reading book thus.
There are a lot of reasons why people love it. First reading a book will give you a lot of new details. When
you read a e-book you will get new information since book is one of a number of ways to share the
information or maybe their idea. Second, studying a book will make an individual more imaginative. When
you examining a book especially hype book the author will bring you to imagine the story how the personas
do it anything. Third, you can share your knowledge to others. When you read this Suffrage Reconstructed:
Gender, Race, and Voting Rights in the Civil War Era, you may tells your family, friends along with soon
about yours reserve. Your knowledge can inspire others, make them reading a reserve.
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