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Despite the growth of digital media, traditional FM radio airplay still remains the essential way for musicians
to achieve commercial success. Climbing the Charts examines how songs rise, or fail to rise, up the radio
airplay charts. Looking at the relationships between record labels, tastemakers, and the public, Gabriel
Rossman develops a clear picture of the roles of key players and the gatekeeping mechanisms in the
commercial music industry. Along the way, he explores its massive inequalities, debunks many popular
misconceptions about radio stations' abilities to dictate hits, and shows how a song diffuses throughout the
nation to become a massive success.

Contrary to the common belief that Clear Channel sees every sparrow that falls, Rossman demonstrates that
corporate radio chains neither micromanage the routine decision of when to start playing a new single nor
make top-down decisions to blacklist such politically inconvenient artists as the Dixie Chicks. Neither do
stations imitate either ordinary peers or the so-called kingmaker radio stations who are wrongly believed to
be able to make or break a single. Instead, Rossman shows that hits spread rapidly across radio because they
clearly conform to an identifiable style or genre. Radio stations respond to these songs, and major labels put
their money behind them through extensive marketing and promotion efforts, including the illegal yet time-
honored practice of payoffs known within the industry as payola.

Climbing the Charts provides a fresh take on the music industry and a model for understanding the diffusion
of innovation.
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From reader reviews:

Richard Cassidy:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important take action, like
looking for your favorite e-book and reading a guide. Beside you can solve your long lasting problem; you
can add your knowledge by the e-book entitled Climbing the Charts: What Radio Airplay Tells Us about the
Diffusion of Innovation. Try to the actual book Climbing the Charts: What Radio Airplay Tells Us about the
Diffusion of Innovation as your buddy. It means that it can being your friend when you really feel alone and
beside that of course make you smarter than before. Yeah, it is very fortuned to suit your needs. The book
makes you more confidence because you can know everything by the book. So , let me make new experience
and knowledge with this book.

Contessa Watkins:

Have you spare time for just a day? What do you do when you have much more or little spare time? Yep,
you can choose the suitable activity intended for spend your time. Any person spent their own spare time to
take a walk, shopping, or went to the actual Mall. How about open or perhaps read a book eligible Climbing
the Charts: What Radio Airplay Tells Us about the Diffusion of Innovation? Maybe it is to become best
activity for you. You recognize beside you can spend your time with the favorite's book, you can smarter
than before. Do you agree with it is opinion or you have other opinion?

Sarah Acres:

Do you like reading a reserve? Confuse to looking for your preferred book? Or your book had been rare?
Why so many question for the book? But almost any people feel that they enjoy with regard to reading.
Some people likes reading through, not only science book but in addition novel and Climbing the Charts:
What Radio Airplay Tells Us about the Diffusion of Innovation or even others sources were given
understanding for you. After you know how the great a book, you feel desire to read more and more. Science
e-book was created for teacher as well as students especially. Those textbooks are helping them to bring their
knowledge. In some other case, beside science reserve, any other book likes Climbing the Charts: What
Radio Airplay Tells Us about the Diffusion of Innovation to make your spare time far more colorful. Many
types of book like this one.

Jesus Moreno:

A lot of publication has printed but it takes a different approach. You can get it by web on social media. You
can choose the very best book for you, science, amusing, novel, or whatever by simply searching from it. It
is identified as of book Climbing the Charts: What Radio Airplay Tells Us about the Diffusion of Innovation.
You'll be able to your knowledge by it. Without causing the printed book, it could possibly add your
knowledge and make you actually happier to read. It is most critical that, you must aware about guide. It can
bring you from one location to other place.
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