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Demonstrates how written and visual representations worked to construct definitions of ethnicity in
midcentury America.

Fifties Ethnicities brings together a variety of texts to explore what it meant to be American in the middle of
“America’s Century.” In a series of comparative readings that draws on novels, television programs, movie
magazines, and films, Tracy Floreani crosses generic boundaries to show how literature and mass media
worked to mold concepts of ethnicity in the 1950s. Revisiting well-known novels of the period, such as
Vladimir Nabokov’s Lolita and Ralph Ellison’s Invisible Man, as well as less-studied works, such as William
Saroyan’s Rock Wagram and C. Y. Lee’s The Flower Drum Song (the original source of the more famous
Rodgers and Hammerstein musical), Floreani investigates how the writing of ethnic identity called into
question the ways in which signifiers of Americanness also inherently privileged whiteness. By putting these
novels into conversation with popular media narratives such as I Love Lucy, the author offers an in-depth
examination of the boundaries and possibilities for participating in American culture in an era that greatly
influenced national ideas about identity. While midcentury mass media presented an undeniably engaging
vision of American success, national belonging, and guidelines for cultural citizenship, Floreani argues that
minority writers and artists were, at the same time, engaging that vision and implicitly participating in its
construction.

“Though studies of ethnicity have almost reached a saturation point, this decade offered Floreani the
opportunity to give these studies a new lease on life.” — American Studies

“This well-written, thorough analysis is ideal for those interested in race theory, modern American popular
culture, or consumer culture … Highly recommended.” — CHOICE

Tracy Floreani is Professor of English at Oklahoma City University.
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From reader reviews:

Victor Shepard:

The reserve with title Fifties Ethnicities: The Ethnic Novel and Mass Culture at Midcentury (SUNY series in
Multiethnic Literature) contains a lot of information that you can discover it. You can get a lot of help after
read this book. This specific book exist new know-how the information that exist in this publication
represented the condition of the world right now. That is important to yo7u to find out how the improvement
of the world. That book will bring you in new era of the globalization. You can read the e-book on your
smart phone, so you can read this anywhere you want.

Hilary Williams:

Reading can called head hangout, why? Because if you find yourself reading a book specifically book
entitled Fifties Ethnicities: The Ethnic Novel and Mass Culture at Midcentury (SUNY series in Multiethnic
Literature) the mind will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in each and every aspect that maybe
not known for but surely might be your mind friends. Imaging every single word written in a publication
then become one application form conclusion and explanation in which maybe you never get prior to. The
Fifties Ethnicities: The Ethnic Novel and Mass Culture at Midcentury (SUNY series in Multiethnic
Literature) giving you one more experience more than blown away your thoughts but also giving you useful
details for your better life within this era. So now let us demonstrate the relaxing pattern this is your body
and mind will likely be pleased when you are finished studying it, like winning an activity. Do you want to
try this extraordinary wasting spare time activity?

Eric Reynolds:

In this era globalization it is important to someone to get information. The information will make someone to
understand the condition of the world. The fitness of the world makes the information better to share. You
can find a lot of referrals to get information example: internet, paper, book, and soon. You will see that now,
a lot of publisher this print many kinds of book. The particular book that recommended to you personally is
Fifties Ethnicities: The Ethnic Novel and Mass Culture at Midcentury (SUNY series in Multiethnic
Literature) this publication consist a lot of the information on the condition of this world now. This kind of
book was represented just how can the world has grown up. The dialect styles that writer require to explain it
is easy to understand. The actual writer made some study when he makes this book. That is why this book
suited all of you.

Robert Shelby:

Within this era which is the greater man or who has ability in doing something more are more special than
other. Do you want to become one of it? It is just simple strategy to have that. What you have to do is just
spending your time not very much but quite enough to enjoy a look at some books. One of several books in
the top checklist in your reading list is Fifties Ethnicities: The Ethnic Novel and Mass Culture at Midcentury



(SUNY series in Multiethnic Literature). This book that is certainly qualified as The Hungry Mountains can
get you closer in turning into precious person. By looking upward and review this publication you can get
many advantages.
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