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In an illuminating study that blends diplomatic, military, technology, and business history, Jonathan Reed
Winkler shows how U.S. officials during World War I discovered the enormous value of global
communications.

At the outbreak of war in 1914, British control of the cable network affected the Americans’ ability to
communicate internationally, and the development of radio worried the Navy about hemispheric security.
The benefits of a U.S. network became evident during the war, especially in the gathering of intelligence.
This led to the creation of a peacetime intelligence operation, later termed the “Black Chamber,” that was the
forerunner of the National Security Agency.

After the war, U.S. companies worked to expand network service around the world but faced industrial
limitations. Focused on security concerns, the Wilson administration objected to any collaboration with
British companies that might alleviate this problem. Indeed, they went so far as to create a radio monopoly
and use warships to block the landing of a cable at Miami.

These efforts set important precedents for later developments in telephony, shortwave radio, satellites—even
the internet. In this absorbing history, Winkler sheds light on the early stages of the global infrastructure that
helped launch the United States as the predominant power of the century.
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From reader reviews:

Peter Pitts:

What do you think about book? It is just for students since they are still students or the item for all people in
the world, the actual best subject for that? Simply you can be answered for that problem above. Every person
has different personality and hobby for every other. Don't to be compelled someone or something that they
don't want do that. You must know how great as well as important the book Nexus: Strategic
Communications and American Security in World War I (Harvard Historical Studies). All type of book are
you able to see on many methods. You can look for the internet options or other social media.

Bridget Dell:

Reading a book to become new life style in this calendar year; every people loves to go through a book.
When you read a book you can get a wide range of benefit. When you read textbooks, you can improve your
knowledge, simply because book has a lot of information onto it. The information that you will get depend
on what types of book that you have read. If you want to get information about your review, you can read
education books, but if you want to entertain yourself look for a fiction books, this kind of us novel, comics,
as well as soon. The Nexus: Strategic Communications and American Security in World War I (Harvard
Historical Studies) will give you a new experience in looking at a book.

Irene Forrest:

Beside that Nexus: Strategic Communications and American Security in World War I (Harvard Historical
Studies) in your phone, it can give you a way to get nearer to the new knowledge or information. The
information and the knowledge you might got here is fresh from oven so don't be worry if you feel like an
previous people live in narrow town. It is good thing to have Nexus: Strategic Communications and
American Security in World War I (Harvard Historical Studies) because this book offers for you readable
information. Do you often have book but you don't get what it's exactly about. Oh come on, that won't
happen if you have this with your hand. The Enjoyable blend here cannot be questionable, similar to
treasuring beautiful island. So do you still want to miss this? Find this book and also read it from currently!

Tracy Zapata:

A lot of publication has printed but it is unique. You can get it by online on social media. You can choose the
top book for you, science, amusing, novel, or whatever by searching from it. It is identified as of book
Nexus: Strategic Communications and American Security in World War I (Harvard Historical Studies).
You'll be able to your knowledge by it. Without leaving the printed book, it may add your knowledge and
make you actually happier to read. It is most critical that, you must aware about reserve. It can bring you
from one destination for a other place.
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