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Paul's influence on the history of Christian life and theology is as profound as it is pervasive. A brief survey
of almost twenty centuries of Christian thought and practice will confirm the enduring importance of Paul for
the life of the church in the Roman and Protestant traditions of the West as well as the Orthodox traditions of
the East. Even as Christianity, at the dawn of its third millennium, has become increasingly global and
traditions have come to develop and intersect in new and complex ways, Paul's place in the story of
Christianity remains deeply rooted in the church's theology, worship, and pastoral life. In both past and
present, Paul's influence on the Christian church can hardly be overestimated.

Among the many intriguing issues generated by the historical Paul, his New Testament letters, and early
church history is the question, what happened to Paul after Paul? Whether we think in terms of the reception
of Paul's theology, or the ongoing legacy of Paul, or early Christian reinterpretation of his letters, the
questions persist: what did the early church do with Paul's memory? How did it reshape his theology? And
what role did his letters come to play in the life of the church?

The focus of the present discussion is in the early decades and centuries of Christianity, a time when the
memory and legacy of Paul came to serve varied and often competing interests in the emerging church. It
was a time when Paul's reputation and importance to the church were being reinforced and when his epistles
were gaining the authority that would ensure their place in the sacred library of Christianity. It was also the
time when the Jesus movement forged itself into Christianity, a process in which Paul played a pivotal role
and eventually also became an object of revision and transformation himself. What is virtually indisputable
in this process is that Paul, during his lifetime and after, played a critical role in making Christianity what it
was to become.
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From reader reviews:

Margaret Williams:

Do you considered one of people who can't read enjoyable if the sentence chained from the straightway, hold
on guys this kind of aren't like that. This Paul, the Pastoral Epistles, and the Early Church (Library of Pauline
Studies) book is readable simply by you who hate the straight word style. You will find the details here are
arrange for enjoyable studying experience without leaving actually decrease the knowledge that want to
supply to you. The writer of Paul, the Pastoral Epistles, and the Early Church (Library of Pauline Studies)
content conveys thinking easily to understand by lots of people. The printed and e-book are not different in
the articles but it just different by means of it. So , do you nevertheless thinking Paul, the Pastoral Epistles,
and the Early Church (Library of Pauline Studies) is not loveable to be your top checklist reading book?

Randy Jones:

Paul, the Pastoral Epistles, and the Early Church (Library of Pauline Studies) can be one of your beginning
books that are good idea. We recommend that straight away because this book has good vocabulary that will
increase your knowledge in terminology, easy to understand, bit entertaining but still delivering the
information. The author giving his/her effort to set every word into joy arrangement in writing Paul, the
Pastoral Epistles, and the Early Church (Library of Pauline Studies) yet doesn't forget the main stage, giving
the reader the hottest and also based confirm resource info that maybe you can be certainly one of it. This
great information could drawn you into completely new stage of crucial imagining.

Gilbert Phillips:

Is it you who having spare time after that spend it whole day by means of watching television programs or
just lying on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This Paul, the Pastoral Epistles, and the Early
Church (Library of Pauline Studies) can be the reply, oh how comes? It's a book you know. You are so out of
date, spending your time by reading in this new era is common not a geek activity. So what these guides
have than the others?

James Ojeda:

As we know that book is important thing to add our information for everything. By a book we can know
everything we wish. A book is a group of written, printed, illustrated or even blank sheet. Every year was
exactly added. This guide Paul, the Pastoral Epistles, and the Early Church (Library of Pauline Studies) was
filled about science. Spend your spare time to add your knowledge about your research competence. Some
people has diverse feel when they reading some sort of book. If you know how big good thing about a book,
you can experience enjoy to read a guide. In the modern era like currently, many ways to get book which you
wanted.
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