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When Captain James Bonneville left for California in May of 1832 his motives were mixed. Officially, the
French-born officer was on a two-year leave of absence from the U. S. Army, but he carried orders to collect
information on the geography, geology, and topography "of the Country within the limits of the Territories
belonging to the United States, between our frontier, and the Pacific." No one heard from him for five years,
and he was assumed he was dead, or AWOL. But Bonneville had befriended a mountain man named Joseph
Rutherford Walker in 1833, and the two men became the first white men to see Yosemite. They returned by a
more southern route, discovering Walker Pass, the southern route across the Sierras (the salt flats in Utah are
named in Bonneville's honor). Upon Bonneville's return, Washington Irving, by then an internationally
famous writer, met him in the home of John Jacob Astor, the fur baron. Washington was fascinated by
Bonneville's tales of exploration, finding them full of interesting details of life among the mountains, and of
mountain men and Native Americans that he had met. It bore, too, throughout, "the impress of his character,
his bonhommie, his kindliness of spirit, and his susceptibility to the grand and beautiful," according to
Irving. Bonneville's journals formed the backbone of Irving's work, which was widely lauded upon its
publication in 1837. It has remained a classic ever since, capturing a long lost era of rugged mountain men
and the thrill of being the first to view the expansive landscapes of the American West.
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From reader reviews:

Thomas Abrams:

The feeling that you get from The Adventures of Captain Bonneville (National Geographic Adventure
Classics) will be the more deep you looking the information that hide inside words the more you get thinking
about reading it. It does not mean that this book is hard to understand but The Adventures of Captain
Bonneville (National Geographic Adventure Classics) giving you joy feeling of reading. The article writer
conveys their point in particular way that can be understood through anyone who read the item because the
author of this publication is well-known enough. That book also makes your vocabulary increase well.
Making it easy to understand then can go together with you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We
highly recommend you for having this specific The Adventures of Captain Bonneville (National Geographic
Adventure Classics) instantly.

Wilma Richards:

Playing with family within a park, coming to see the sea world or hanging out with pals is thing that usually
you could have done when you have spare time, in that case why you don't try matter that really opposite
from that. A single activity that make you not experience tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster
you have been ride on and with addition details. Even you love The Adventures of Captain Bonneville
(National Geographic Adventure Classics), you could enjoy both. It is good combination right, you still
desire to miss it? What kind of hangout type is it? Oh occur its mind hangout guys. What? Still don't obtain
it, oh come on its referred to as reading friends.

Yolanda Matlock:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray you actually, why because this The Adventures of Captain Bonneville
(National Geographic Adventure Classics) publication written by well-known writer who knows well how to
make book that can be understand by anyone who have read the book. Written throughout good manner for
you, dripping every ideas and publishing skill only for eliminate your own personal hunger then you still
hesitation The Adventures of Captain Bonneville (National Geographic Adventure Classics) as good book
but not only by the cover but also by the content. This is one book that can break don't determine book by its
deal with, so do you still needing an additional sixth sense to pick this particular!? Oh come on your
examining sixth sense already alerted you so why you have to listening to yet another sixth sense.

John Hayes:

Is it anyone who having spare time then spend it whole day simply by watching television programs or just
lying down on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This The Adventures of Captain Bonneville
(National Geographic Adventure Classics) can be the respond to, oh how comes? It's a book you know. You
are consequently out of date, spending your free time by reading in this completely new era is common not a
geek activity. So what these ebooks have than the others?
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